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1 Church, Which ara the Self. 
ſame now, that they were when Holy and 
Vertuous Men maintain'd Them, againſt 
profane and deriding Adverſaries; Her 


own Children have, at this Day, in Deriſion. 


Hooters Ercleſ. Pol. Book IV. 
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a e 0231p eee Wi e 
the KHccgunt beſere the Tant Biſhop 8 
Rapþo's printed, Deſance of Drixting, in Res 
men ante the Dead, entituled; A Letz, 

er about Drinking to the Memory of 


ing Miliam; bis Lordſhip c Hunt heſare my 
1. Huſwer to him. ws publiſh'd, he pas vH deſirous, 
to know my farther Thoughts concet᷑ ning 
T. important a Matter as a Charge of ꝙ Idolatry: 
I But: that when: 1 comply d, and ſeut him my 
I Thoughts ir Print, In the midſt of abundance. 
of Bui eſs he had not Time to read KE. 0 
ad; Ro en og an - ei TNA abi 
Fe being, 4s his Loranp. obſerver, in Adatter of, 
ſe great Im̃portauce, it mu have been mura 
while\in him, to have ſpared Time to nead and cone, 
Icder waetber his Argevrents were, not Jafully A. 
ſwer 4, that he frould vag rather to Re- 
cition of what be had ndereaken 10 defend, than, Wl 
70 the farther publiſhing, of it 10 the World. 1 
vi miſh Regard to Truth and the Souls of Meng 
had-overcome bis eſentments from thoſe: Expreſs, 
fiens of Slight or Sharpneſs intermix'd in my An 
A z and the Liberty I took of Endeguouring #6 


, My Charge is only, that it is in itſelf an Idolatrou 
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To te READER. 


£4. as 
place the Reaſoning Part of his Diſcourſe in a di- 
verting Light ; eſpecially, ſince it all aroſe out of 
the Supjett ir ſelf ;, and that was led imo ir by the” 
exceeding Weakneſs of ſuch Argumente s, at. he 
thought Dnanſwerable. But, as I am ſenſible no 
Provocation, or manner of treating Me or the Sub- 
ject, is a ſuſſicient Juſtification of any Words or Ex 
preſſions unſlit aþle to hi Lodge Paſo and Lee 
Order; ſo 10 Mead them not, hu do freel revo 
whatſoever i y Reply may be deemed 10 5 of that 
Nat ure: And, where this doth not remove any Of. 
fence it might have given, I am content all the Cen- 
fore it occaſions may center in me, and yo way hurt 
either his Lozdſhip, or the Poctrine I defend "which = 
wanted it not; but will cleat up every Day the mi 
it is oppos'd; and receive new Light from every 
Ohjection, which is brought to Cloud and Ob- 
eee NOTRE T3113) ers 
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And, nom that I have, as much as in me lies, 
removed whatever might have given bis Lordſhip 
diſguſt ; Thefeech him to fuſpend all Prejudice, and 
» Conſider Impartially, what hath been offered con- 

cerning the 'Profance and Irreligious Nature of that 


Health, which he bath hitherto Maintain'd with 
* ſo much Zeal and Warmth: That he may here- 
| after as zeatorſly Check and Diſcountenance it; that 
he may own a Truth, which is never to be Evaded 
by any reaſonable Anſwer; and male a full and free 
Acknowledgement of ſo unjuſtifiable an Error, to the 
Glory of God, and of His Holy Ordinance; and 
ro the Shame of all Thoſe who firſt ſet it on Foot 
with no good Deſigns; who have Supported it, a6 
bis Lordſhip ob ſerdes, for above Eleven I 
: | an 
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| I would likewiſ 1 19 the moſt ſincere and tender 
concern for him, beſetch his Lordſhip to make a pu 
lick Recantatibn of this whale Sermon, the oz 
Sende way of Willing the Mad, 't bath given to 
Our Church, This will. be infinitely, more fer the 
Quiet and Peace 42 bis Conſcience, in the End, than 
any Defence of it, fabauring for Evaſions; giving 
all the Parts of it ſuch Tuns as they will not bear; 
and which will appear to be altegether ein d \ be- 
ſides his firſt Intention, and the whole Scope of that 
Piſoonrſe, And e pen Wy Top 


I ; 
theſe Reaſons, ERS) 7 5 eine 1 
\ Rp KK Dad an oa 

. Firſt, Becauſe, the! perhaps the intire Labours of 
bis Life can never undo all the Miſchief that Ser- 
mon bath done; yet, this is the os en Means 
now left in his Power towards it. This wilt give an 
unſuſpetted. Ait of Sincerity to what he bath hithert, 
Wrote, very worthily, in Favour of our Rites 94 | 
Ceremonies, and preſent Conſtitution ; 4s alſo to 
his future Endeavours, of that kind, whether. by | 
Preaching, or. Writing,” or Converſation : But, 
without it, be they ever ſo, Zealous and Commenda; 
ble, they may le lookd upon, by the Enemies aud 
falſe Friends of the Church, to be no other than à great 
Inconſiſtency with himſelf; and will be alw 7 Yue 


down by the great Weight Diſſenters of all /orts wil 


lay...upon. this remarkable Performance-of d, 
which they are all ready to. Subſcribe. . ._ . 
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Secondly, Becauſe a Man is never more ſubject 1 
to dangerous Errors in Religion, than when he ven- 2X 
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munion. , that the Church cannot 2 
quire an Aſſent to am Dottrines, as Neceſſary to Sal 

vation. Promoting Diſtinctigns of Parts and Cix- 
cumſtances; of Articles of, Communion, ax4 
Articles of Peace; Similitudes bf a Man, and his 
Garments, Golden- Apples, &c. Theſe and fuch 
like are, at leaſt. dubious, and therefore a direct 
Tranſgreſſion of bis own Rule, VIZ. * That in Reli- 
gion a Man ought always to expreſshis Thoughts 
In the cleareſt. aud moſt determinate Manner 
he can. For, no other Reaſon can be imagi- 
ned, why a Man ſhould make choice of ſuch 
Expreſſions as ate doubtful, rather than thoſe 
that are plain; except it be that he deſires (by 
ſome at Teatt) to be underſtood after a diffe- 
rent manner from what he privately Means 
within himſelf; which ſort of Colluſion, or 
Diſſimulation, as it is not cafily excuſable in 
any Caſe what ſoever; fo in Matters of Religi- 
on it is altogether Wicked and Abominable. 
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* Plain and Eaſy Method, Oe. Par. 48. 


Thhbirdly, 


ſerring up'a Man's 
ſcion ta the whole Church 5 nay, 72 the 


what he hath ſo openly 
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Thirdly, Becauſe 4 Perſon's promoting. Alt . ol 


Fee ou7 LItOrgy, Rites, or CerSmonies,, Arr 
ticles, &. in his private Capacity, an- 
ſtrength of bis own Reaſon - 2 ta 


| . nd raking ton him ve 
incline Peopl, e t 4 Di/like or. Indifference | towards 
them, ſeems to be in the Church what the ſfirringt up 
the Minds of People to Faction is in the State. . The 
firff Morton, or Eſſay of this nature, 225 to he to 


the Body of the Clergy in Convocation; where Mat- 


ters being throughly Debated,, he might have the 
concurrent Senſe of his Brethren: Otherwiſe 8 tis 
dn private fudgment, in 5 

Holy Ghoſt, for *tis acting in his ſingle Penſar 
againFt the well-weigh'd Re lutions of the Learned 
and Pious Fathers of the Church, Yodically Con- 
vened, when we may with jut Grounds, preſume, 
that God i more immediately in the midſt f 
| 8 5 
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B 
77 ; aintain'd. and bete, T 

offer his Lordſhip is this, viz. That his per- 
ſiting in the 1 of an Health, which 5 
even at the Vitals of Chriſtianity ; and his purſuing 
what is in itſclf a Levelling Principle V ever jo 
well deſign d, and directly deſtruftive, not only of 
our whole Conſtitution, but of a viſible Church in the 
World, may be no Dimiaution to his future Reward 
of thoſe real Services he hath done, thro” the Cd 
of A diligent Diſcharge of his Miniſterial Function; 
and of the many more he may be yet the Inſtrumens 
of daing in that Station to which he is, by the good 
Providence of God, promoted. 


A 4 "—- 


and upon the 


6 enen 
vii To the READER. _ 
Hl Tordſti wi l by this means intirely free him- 
ſelf from any Share in the Guilt of thoſe Afronts and 
Indignities, Grievous Calumnies and Reproaches, 
which are daily caff upon ſuch. as pear in Defence 
of the Contrary Dittrines ; of thoſe Direful Curſes, 
and unheard of Extecrationgs, which they are ſo 1 
quently loaded with; and tf that Cuſtomary drin ing 
of Confuſion and Damnation to them, even by Name, 


pon publick Occaſions, without reſerve, and among 
Per ſons not of the lome t Rank or Station. Tho this 
may ſeem a ſmall thing, yet it is a weighty Conſide- 
ration in it ſelf, and great in the Accoumt of God: 
For, tho without queſtion, his Lordſhip hath a juſt 
Abhorrence of all ſuch Practices; yet, this cannot be 
deny'd, that as far as by Writing,” or Converſa- 
tion, he hath zealouſly promoted ſuch Doctrines and 

Opinions as give Occaſion and Pretence, not to ſay 
any degree of Countenance and Entouragement to 
thoſe who are guilty of Them; ſo far he becomes 
Partner in their Sin. I pray God theſe, and other 
Conſiderations, which his own Mind must naturally 
ſuggeſt, may prevail with him, as much as in him 
now lies, to remove the Cauſe; and then thoſe 
Effe&s and Conſequences will fail. 2 
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1A OPEN, 


7p 


THEN this 8 1 * don be⸗ 

fore me, -was firſt Preach'd, tis, ſaid 

there happen'd a great Concourſe of; 
Diſſenrers who are Immoderate iy bent againſt 
Our Epiſcopacy, Confirmation, Litargy, Kites, Ces. 
remonies and Articles, &c. as alſo of fuch who: 
haye but a Moderate, very Aſodenue Degree of, 
Zeal and Concern fer Them, i. e. for the Whole 
Conſtitution of, that Church, of which they 
are viſible Members; and in the Communion of 
which they hope for Salvation. I need not tell 
vou with — ſecret Pleaſure, which bop clos'd; 
itſelf wich Applauſe in their Looks, Theſe. re- 
ceiv'd. theagreeable Doctrine: Whilſt the True 
and Genuine Sons of the Eſtabliſſd Church, 
were fill'd with Grief of Heart, Their, Counte-, 
nances fell, and diſcoyer'd that Surprize and juſt; 
Indignation, which became a ſincere and firm 
Adherence to that PROFESSION they — 

rſt 


; . 


(2), 
firſt receiy'd into by Baptiſm ; which They ap- 


— 


ſolemn Choice before God an orld i 
their Confirmation; which Aſſurances, nay, YOWS 
to Heaven, they repeated -as oft as they have 
received the Bleſſed Sacrament of the Lord's 


ING Py ei 
Childhasd, happily wejoyſd in a the bla 


Means of Salvation, x 


roved of in their own 3 and made their 


or their growth in Grace, 
and the increaſing of all Vertue and Goodneſs 
in them. 

This Sermon made q great Noiſe Ahroad; 
one de hend the Dosch af ? AR TS and 
CIRCUMSTANCES far and near, and 
made all their, Advantages af that lucky Diſtin- 
ion. The other ſort, who alone were diſ- 
guſted, made ſuch Repreſentations of it as m 
Reader will fee it deſerwd ; fo which Ne 
ſon it beeame neteſſarvy for his Lond ſhip 0 
pobliſn it, with an Intent # ON E H to put 4 
ſtop to the falſe and altogouber groundleſs Reports 
4 huve- been . ſpread ye? . What are 
theſe falſe and altogether grvundteſs Reports? 
namely, That the Main Obſervation, laid down 
for the Groundwork of that Diſcourſes was 


neither good Divinity, nor in the leaſt decluce- 


able from the Text. That the Far Infetences 
made from it, have as little Truth i thema 
that Propoſition from hence they arednawinyy 
eſpecially, in that univerſal and unteſtraꝰd 
Senſe, in Which they are ©: poſitively! Aſſer- 


ted. That the Doctrine of Pajits and Cu 


ſtances had l direct Tendency to vilify? an 
out | Rites-andiCoremonics, And open a breach in 


1 


Irin „ 
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| h — — 
1 HADVERTISKEMENT,.. 


out 


the World in 
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1.3 0 

cur ee * at gur Church was erię- 
quſſy w.1 In that ptor ſer I 
Thar . by the... nels Mo 13 
Pn 


Kite * il 6 5 „4s 

ante. 1716 e lie 5 on, 
Ls g Ry 75 
ſtanceſ Vent n She neyer [tl 2 tg} 
ME Pi arts. 0 | Religion; Poa Wber 12 
th Tp SD wa 1006 aus lifying Jame.. ere 


ER e engens 1. 
1 fgumendt. for f 
e a 5 
gan erer An 1Þ's 


nur 
Principles. That the 81 1 of a 
his Gærients is c d to convince" Nene 
that they maß throw. of Us Rees and Ce- 


nemanies of the. e as They. plea Wand 


om 


1555 them ever 55 the. 
That, i Hs air the, Ger 
cl Aly in ange 11 aur, Chriſti 

tes; and guet to be: ſo. many Rubsc 
in our y the Dee to hipder us in 
runni 19 Fe to Heaven. Thin th in the 
85 & Inſiguatians againſt gur. Litas 

LY, e and, U Corman there. is nat one ſipgle 

Expreſſion dropt in favour of Mer voleſ we 

N Cop remarkable Say! 8», p- A iq 


M ANT Caſes, E uk 45 5 


termine Circumſtances; And that We 


oblig d to. Loa We NM. ſuch. Deter K. 
tion. 


would 
one o 
wag that t 


« 4 f 
to be an amp ple! Juſtification "of the veracity 


and 2 1 of hs Hearers who gave out 
thoſe Reports. re is one Kore more, 
added. Wh e reſt, ſince the Publiſhing" 


namely, Fa nis Tordipi preſs d himfe elf 
more 0 to ſome” f the Points in tlie 
ſpeaking, than he hath done“ +) the Frint. I 
with it 1920 been bob eg fe and byiated in the 
Advertiſement. Fo ported with ſb 
much 10 itiveneſs; 10 this 455 La — 4 
g him = mich Juſtice in other” reſpecks, 
feat People may be inclin'd i believe It; ti 
his Lordſhip aſſerts the contrary in. expreſs 
Terms, and withont any "Reſerve. = 
The ftrip ping that Viſcourle of all its Op- 
thing and "Diſs 60 0 a expoſing: all the Part. 
of it to a nake n View, is to me an 
nogratefil Task', 75 had 15 1 Stry ggle 
with my ſelf between a Reludance to any 
Diſpute.or Controverſy with''a" Brother, on 
the one Hand; 3, Ad that Zeal I owe to Truth 
on the other.” But the” Obligation of Con- 
ſcience I lie under to maintain the Honour and 
Di#nity of our deareſt Mother hath prevair d, 
at 4 Seaſon when' ſhe is unuaturully and un- 
gratefully ſtruck at by'many of her own Chil. 
dren ;* who have ſuck'd her "Seaſts and have 
grown up to Maturity under her tendereſt 
Care and Management, And this 1 undertake 
the rather becauſe, tho? all Peo ple ſee the main 
Scope and Tendency of that — wel they. 
cannot diſcern*the Whole Contrivance; and all 
the Particulars which lie more cover 24. and cal 
pable of an Evaſton, till Men 'come 10 2 4 more 
diſtin and near Conſideration of then. 


The | 
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The Main pro A, down from the : 

Pg Matt, 10 5 5 ON LY Ed 

and Deſign, W ich tach 1M, ought to. e. 


himſelf in bu. eligion, 4 the Artgimmen 
wo Mg iii Nis 10 5vi; 


This is a0ertdd not ROY here as et 
True, and RN gre ee £6, ſo as tobe 
made the Ty 12 e Ser by A Salvation, 
the Only Ex gd Deſie n_of- Fu 


gion: But thro”, 
the A 8 po ers . ve 1 all other 
ever 


E 4 no the 
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| Ip} to have e el, us to the Adept yo i 


Children, i. e. to the Chriſtian Religion, to the 
Praiſe E. the alen of bys Grace. 
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Secondly, 
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echt), THR 2 NM: 52 I 
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5 to the Glory of 602 
15. 18. Thls 18 fe be Fa 9 88 ns, 
the grand Motive of all practical Duties in Re. 
na ent, 15 2 08 & eee y 47 


And how bb ehe 775 e df | 
this Self- Evident Rab n tial dal 


fe is 25 15 9 of of dent . my 
1 ecauſt this, Etre 4 

none biber, 7 i the Malu End an e jy | 

Arge 

Which God 


75 propoſed to ut by On himſel 
is hs; this 74 4 Grand 18 
Propoſerh to us; therefore, it the? of Motive 
a Man ought to . propoſe to Nith (eff, and n 
other Motive whatſoever.” That reg Salva. | 
tion, is a Grand Motive” Pro roposd by God, no 
one erer yet doubted, and thetefore wanted 
ndt all that proof; dir that it is the onty Po- | 
tire, or that there Is nor ay bby great Mo- 
ve propoſed te en e wv eue 
ever {ajd, much leſs ever düderteck to Main? 
rain before; and accordingly bis "Lordſhip 
found himfeff under 7 neceſſity of dropping the 
Word only here in the Argdment, which" was 
the onl _ | Word that way Wh pro 3 | 
in the Grand dv opoſi tion laid own the Fi 
tle Page, and pole tliro? the Rhe Adeos 
If the Scripture fays, Phil. 15 xr; that we 
mult de filled with the 22 0 Righ 7 155 duo þ 
the Praiſe and Glory of Gad. 40 
that we muſt be go Srew4/ dr the 1 75 0 
Grace of God, Verſ: 11. That Gt 3 all things 
| = be. Glorify'd through Jeſus Chriſt, and I 
from 
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7 


Nau aca ang "ox 3 e 
Purpaſe, oh”, 1 01 20 Cons N renc 


that there 4 9 be hs of... Ged is. the O LY 


grand. x, And 10 df Relle 81 
on, univer ly. Kane rant Lene of 
all others; Þ 8 Tot bs Lorqſop wonder 
wt Jr, ſtrange abe $I was go Rake from 


grand Prix and ne Fet GR 
T dec ts ſerve by 192 5 and. y 155 


hos. this 10 a w 127 gf Re 
his Pope tion i ar r 1728 22 
table, rema * ord, an LT quite ſpolls 
ly He 717 wy ;Motive af * Religi e 1 
ngers it a Principle intirel y l can d 
Abiact; fit only. we narrow Os, Allos I 
071 6 al for their own. Sake, ang. nothing for 
the Love. of God, and. the Sake 0 F his Glory; 
Pen Was ever eſteem d the His gheſt, , mol 
ble, and moſt.” Acceptable Mo or 
11 and far that very Reaſon Yin hed 
inforc'd 180 us in the Holy Seviptures. 11 
And it is for this Reaſon, dae it Kath been 
a Quieſtion, eſpecially among the Myſtical Di 
vines, Whether a, Regard to eſcape the Dam 
nation of Hell, and the ſaving. af gur So 
may be even a joint, Motive wih. the. Lobe 0 


1 God, and promatipy of his. Glory. .. Tis true, 


this is ane of their elevated Notions, And wick 
them a Condition of Perſectien in Relig ion; 
and it 1 may be an Extreme on the 0 Hand: 
but 1 believe this was neyer by ably, Fs de⸗ 
va ſo totally and entirely Bxcluded from 9 0 | 
e of Religion as it is by his Lordſh | 
oth not ſo muchi as give one Hint of t 
thro” Fe whole Sermon. 


His 


(8) 
His, Lordſhip's ſecond Proof is, Becauſe the 
he of Eternal Salvation. is the only Thing. ſuf- 
focient to ſupport a good Man under all the Diffical- 
ö ries. which 4 Religious Courſe of Life may expoſe 
1 him to; therefore it is the -pnly Motive in Re- 

Iigion, and à Man muſt propoſe no other to 
himſelf, hut this alone, But ſurely not intirely 
excluſive of the Love of God; for with ſub- 
miſſion, The Love of God in, Rom. 8. 35, Cc, 
is propos'd as one of the ſtrongeſt Morives of 
Religion, and ſufficient 'to' enable us to over- 
come all Difficulties. Who ſhall ſeparate us from 


A the Love of Chriſt ?. ſhall Tribuldtion or. Diſtreſs, or 
i Perſecution? &c. And for this Reaſon Love the 
i Lord with all thy Heart, Mat. 22. 37. is ſaid to 
be the Firſt and Great Commandment. | And, 
Rom. F. 5. all Evangelical Graces are reſoly'd 


into the Love of God, ſhed abroad in our Hearts b 
the Holy Ghoſt : And what therefore cout. ky 
Lordſhip mean by. ſo intirely and perempto- 
rily Paſſing over the Love of God and his Glory, 
god. Teeny up the Love, of. our ſelves for the 
Sole, and the Onhy grand Eud and Motive of all 
Religion?? 1 
It it is ſaid, that the Love of God and his 
Glory is not an End diſtin from Eternal Sal- 
vation, becauſe nothing we can do, can be 
any real Acceſſion to his Glory. I grant it, and 
then how will his Lordſhip like my laying 
down this Propoſition in direct Oppoſition to 
his? the Glory of God is the ON LY End and Mo- 
tive of all Religion; and then ſaying, that *tis 
with this View and Deſign, and none other 
whatſoever, that every Religious Action ought 
to be perform'd. This ſhews the unreaſona- 
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— * Wil 117 Rev. 16. 4. 0 
ab f. the. porn Crean by 
=o it Tln co-ordinate, che Eferkal Sal 
ion caggor be the On Eng. FA vg 
Of cis Ioan nad but aal d Gera 
and unheard- of Propoſition SA and co col 

have ſaid that he, meant. the LY. End we 
Motive, * Krche of GO Motives ;- hu 
in Op ſitlt n EY I Worldly, and ypooritig 
Ends and Motives, this would hay ſome 
ſaving to the fürp bring Novelty, Fr. Ai 

he 10 call'd pot alvation the 7 En 
or Supreme Motive ot Religiog, all Re- 
lighous Tide; ox 5 Nad f n which al 
others are ſubordinate, without, exprelly. ex- 
cluding them Grand and Small thus, much of 
the Sermon had paſſed” without Notice. But 
ugleſs it be the Only Eng, this alone, and .wp 
other whatſoever; what then would have be- 
come of the Four following Inferences built ups 
on that one Word ONLY, as a corner Stone f 
and'are all of them plainly levell'd, not at Hy- 
pocritical, Unlawful, or Worldly Ends and De- - 

iſ Ens, but at Rites ald Ceremonies : ; and indeed 
B at 
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any Rite: and Ceremont 
Text, hath not made 
nal Salvation. e 
* From this Doctrine, thus Eſtabiiſh d, ſays my 
Lord, ſeveral Inferences of great Moment and Im- 
port ance, all againſt Rites and Geremonies, n 
very clearly be drawn. | . 1 


I. That the ONLY Regſen and Motive of 
EVERT Riligiou Alt on ought to be, That God 


will Reward it in the Life to urg Thu is the 
ONLY View or Deſign with which every, Religi. 
ous Action ought ro be 1 a 


Tho” here it is the only End, yet p. g. it is 
ſaid God himfelf propoſes to us another End or 
Motive of Religion, at leaſt in Conjunttion; wit 
everlaſting Happineſs. Now you would think 
his Lordſhip was. about to make ſome Apolegy 
for paſſing over the Love of God and his Glo- 
ry. No, and therefore tis a ſclfiſh Principle 
ſtill, viz. * Our Welfare and Proſperity in this 
World. Well, let us grant this other Motive 


— — — 


1 Pag. 7. 


doth 


10, 31, What Je do, do all to the Glory & 
Cod ; and to that other Text quoted by hin 
ſelf, Aar. 3. 16. Ler your Im ſhine ben 
Men, that they may fee your gaod Works," amd gi. 
775 your Fat ) web 215k Auers Is not heve. +, 
another End and Motive of our Religious Adi- 
ans with a Witness? And can any thing be 
more directly contrary to theſe Texts this to 
is lay it down — «ſtabliſh'd Doctrine, that any 
F- other is the Only End or Motive. 
Bat, good Reader, ceaſe your. Wondet, for 
a bene the Matter of ſo great Hiament and Inpor- - 
n- | tance. begins to open: The Soope and Conſe- 
ay quence of all is this, If Eternal Salvation be the 
oN Bnd and Motive of all Religion and 
Ian, Attions,” then you are not to regard 
Fa thing but hat is Neceſſary, in order to 
od that: 2 — 3 and thoſe! only are to be cal- 
be led RNel imm Aitions which are done in Obadi- 
5 ene to a Command of God. 1 
I perly theſe Religious Actions? + Prayer und 
I Praiſe; Receiving the Holy Conmunion ; and 
| is drawing. night unto God in any of his Ordsd 
nances, i. e. in any that be hath expreſſy com- 
manded, [but not in thoſe Hrn which ga 
by that Name. J Jaftice, Truth, Mercy, Charity; 
ance, Patience, Martification, Self- denyal ; 
Theſe and ſuch like, are Conimands of God; 
therefore theſe are S hog he will Reward in 
the Life to come: Therefore ſince this Reward 
Is de be our Only 1. we © aro * Daty: ure 
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ſuch things as ard plainly Ommanlled, EC fiat 
will-Only be Reute. But for Litingei, Rifes 
and Ceremomes,\»For ms of Ordination, Cop 
mation; Cunſecribiam of Biſhop3"ahdof Adinni- 
atiun of the H,, NC, theſe: are not 
Colmnianded by God; they are the Commands 
of Man alone; therefore the Ohſervance of 
them is the Obfrryance of Cheumſtunces, and 
therefore the performance of: theſe can be n 
Religious Actiaiconor can theyofurther or pro- 
mote our Saluabiv or the Re murd of another 
World. 9711 10 hu WO 2170: 79140 
If 1-have/Rawt7my: Reader's Altoniſhinent 
inſtead of Laim dt it, I muſtoyer ſtill farther) 
obſerye, | That cthe 2great Point df Doctrine, 
and grand Pruitiple: of this whole Sermon, is; 
That the ſtireſt; Way to Eternal Salvation, is 
meanly to Eſteem and to Diſregard the Ber- 
formance of any thing but what is expreſly- 
eommianded by Gods or a Conſequende from” 
Scripture ſo plain, that it is im pòſſible for you! 
to eyade it: Tho“ it ĩs a Principle directiy de- 
ſtructive of All Evangelical: Huliiaſt, and of all] 
Growth in Grave, and Progreſs in the practice of 
Vertue andepiety; and a Doctrinei moſt por 
nicious and fatal to the Souls of Men. Becauſe, 
without a conſtientious Regard to | Rites/ and 
Ceremonies 54nd a Religious Obſervation of 
ſuch. Things as are no. where: Commanded- 
by. any dire Precept, or libmediate Conſe 
quence, Men cannot rightly: Diſcharge even- 
thoſe things which his Lordſhip allows to be 
Commands of God, and Neceſſary to Salvatioh, 
and Parts of Religion; Nay, they cannot par- 
take of the Adminiſtration of the Sacraments, 


(13) 
nor can they draw nigh ta God in any of his 
Ordinances., And therefore His teaching Peos 
ple; to diſtinguiſm ſo nicely: between What is 
the expreſs and poſitive Command of God 
himſelf in His Ordinances, and what are the 
Commands of Man, tho' purſuant a a. Power 
given them by God:; to raiſe in them an eſteem 
of the One, and diſeſteem of the Other, that 
they may value the former h, band diſre- 
gard the latter as it proceeds upon a Princi- 
ple in it ſelf not True, ſo is it Dangerous and 
Deſtructive of all Religion and Vertue. And 
therefore conſidering that fixed Averſion and 
Hatred all the Diſſenters already bear to our 
whole Eſtabliſhment; And that Coolneſs and 
Indifference towards it, which hath infected 
Multitudes of tboſe who yet live in outward 
Communion with no other Church, (a ſort of 
A poſtacy, no way to be accounted for upon the 
Principles of any Religion, True or Falſe). his 
Lordſhip ſhow'd : have beſtow'd his Pains and 
Labour the quite contrary way. Namely, to 
raiſe in People, a good Opinion of our Liturgy, 
Rites and Ceremonies 3 to ſhew *envithe Uſeful- 
nefs and Excellency of them in order to Edifi- 


cation, and the diſtharge of all Chriſtian Du- 
ties; and the indifpenſible Obligation lyes on 


Men to the Obſervance of them, as being the 


Mediate Commands of God, and not to be Diſ- 
regarded, becauſe they are not his Direct, Ex- 


preſa and Immediate Command. 


His Lordſhip cbuld not, in all the Bible, 


have found a Paſſage more directly oppoſite 
tot his great Principle of his; and ta the con- 
ſtant Application be makes of i that Text, 
Wk 


B 3 Where 
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Where there is no Law, chere is o Ter Ir 
than this from whence he took his Text. 
after Chriſt had anfwered the young Man j- 
to thoſe Points which were Neceſſary to Sal- 
vation, namely, the expreſs Commands of God 
bimſelf, fuch as my Lord calls Parts of Reli- 
ion: And that the Man juſtify*d himſelf by 
aying, that Al rheſe he had kepr from bis youth 
up, i, e. All Commanded Points, and Neceſſary 
to Salvation; He then bids him Go and Sell aff 
he had, and give to the Poor, i.e. to do what 
there was no expreſs Command for in the Law 
of God; and moreover Chrift told him, that 
this was to be per form'd in order to perfection 
in Religion, If the young Man had learn'd 
the Doctrine of this Sermon, wou'd he not 
have ask'd immediately, How was that any 
Command of God ? and have reply'd upon our 
Saviour, that Where there was no Law, there was 
no Trarſgreſſon 7 Tho' this was no direct Com- 
mand in the Law of God, yet Chri# obſerves 
how difficult it was for that Man to enter into 
the Kingdom of Heaven who declin'd obſerv- 
ing it. And 1 may with great Truth make 
the ſame Application of this to Rite and Cue. 
monies, Forms of Prayer and Adminiſtration of 
the Sacraments, namely, Hom hard it is fot 
any Man to attain Eterna Salvation, wh 1s 
once brought to a Mean O and Contenpr of 
them? and who hath laid it down for à Prin- 
ciple, that he will have but little Regard to any 


Performance, but what is Expre Die&H N 
Commanded by God. Ly 1 aa A 


if his Lordſhip ſays here, chat be dd rot 
geßgn all this, "1 am very glad of tt, and 


I 
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which make this likewiſe a dowanrig 
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mall radily Fon | it all to Miſtake and 0 
advertency. But then it ought to be conſider 
that this is no other than taking the Fault off 
from himſelf, and laying it. upon * Serm 
which is all along calculated for this alone, 3 1 
can deſign nothing elſe; every hitherto. 
leads to it; and what is thus far es 18 
only 2 Foundation for What is aſſerted 
opegly, and with lefs Reſerve ia the hives k 
lowing Inferences, * 


II. The ſecond infer carties the rollt 
one Degree farther. . 17 attempts to 
bring 2 over to the Prof feſſua FT 5 Reb- 
gion, it ought fo be with this, and OT H ER 
NT namely, That he may NA and put i 
war he Salvation of his Newhbur. | | 


Leave ont the Wards NO OTHER Da 7. 
t Eko 

neous. Propoſition (becanſe the Salvation of 
our Own Souls, as well as the Love of God 
2 his Glory, may come in for a, very good 
ſign or Motive in the Conyerſion of a Per- 


5 om a Falſe Religion to the True One) and 


you. would wonder there ſhould be ſuch a 
chain of Conſequences to infer what no Bo- 
dy ever yet deny'd, viz. Th 4 Man ought to 
Deſign his Nejghbaur”s 8 mben he end ea- 
ou bis Canverſion: 4 age this. d no way an- 
ſwer the main ſco Sermon, it muſt 
be Only with this rol 40 with No other 
Delign, and with chis Deſign Ane; and oben- 
ever he attempts it. The conſtant Repetitipn 


of thoſe reftridtive Terms thro' the whole Dif- 
Bs - *: _ courſe, 
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LEY 00 . rue Religion, 25 
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5 e il af b ai of it, 
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To 


* 
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t is done in — to any * 


that is plainly God's. Therefore, as you are 


to endeavour the Converting a Man only to 
what is Truly Religion, ſo you ought to do it 


with tio other Deſign. but the Salvation of your | 


Neighbour" s Soul; that is, you are to Convert, 
him to ſuch Points alone as are neceſſary in 
order to it, and can only entitle him to the 
Reward of another World, Praiſe, Juſtice, 


Temperance, &c. and if you do not Convert him 
to theſe, and theſe alone; but do likewiſe la- 


hour to Convert him to meer G rc umſt anc es 
(ſtay good Reader, till we come to the next 


erer and then you will underſtand what 
0 


rt of Trifles thoſe are) then you meet with 


the ſeyere Imputation of Abominable Mic bed- 


neſs and Hipocriſy,. and with the Name of an 
Hard-harted Phariſee, . « 


If bis Lordſhip will, but make this One, Only 
Conceſſion, namely, That our; Eſtabliſh'd 


Religion. is the true Relgion z and that tis to 


this Religion we are to make Conyerts, tis 
paſt denying who thoſe Hard- harted Phariſees. 
a6 Abominable Hipecrites are, who make, 2 


3 inn . 1 


= 


my 
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* 
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Conyerts Twofold, more the child ef "Hell rho 


themſelves, Mat, 23. 15. and if this ſeems any 
injuxiouso ſtraining of his Lordſhip's Senſe 

d. Meaning, then take the Sentence im- 
mediately follow ing this Quotation. And by 
the Ways that many haue taken to make Converts 
Lto the true Religion] or rather Hhpocritas, it 
ſermti to be too too Evident, that their Deſign hath/ 
been more to advance and ſtrengthen a PARTY 


in this Morld, than to ſave the Souls of Men in the 


If one of the Ways of making Converss' tor. 
the true Religion, or rather Hypocrites, le- 
velled at here be the Sacramental Teft, as I 
fear it is, which hath been the Occaſion of 
bringing many of the Separatiſts inte actu- 
al Communion, againſt their judgment 
and their Conſciences with that Church, 
which they  rensunce and abhor; then indeed 
it cannot be denyed, but that theſe ſort of 


Converts are Phargſaical and Abominable Hipo- 


crites. - But how is this chargeable upon the 
Party who promoted and obtained that 
Clauſe, and are ſtill for continuing of it? 


Did they foreſee there could be ſuch Mon- 


ſters in Chriſtianity, as in Effect, to re- 
nounce their own Religion at every Turn 


that an Imployment offered, and become 


actual viſible Members of another, which they 
themſelves daily brand as Popiſh and Idolatron:? 
And that too, more eſpecially on account of 
the Manner of Adminiſtring that very Sacra- 
ment in which they occaſionally Communicate. 
When Experience ſhew'd that the Heart of 
Man wa 5 capable of ſuch profound Hypo- 


criſy, 


2141090 
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©; ſg 
eriſy, the plain and obvious way for pre- 
venting of le was in practice, e 
that of the Sciuſim AF, the Deſign of Which 
was to make Men true and ſincere Converts, 
ar ns Converts at all; and if there is any 
room ſtill, left for Evaſion, and for making 
any more ſuch Hypocrites, 1 leave to the 
World to judge at whoſe Door the Fault 18 
to be laid. 3 
As to the other Ways that many of the Party 
here meant, have taken to make their Con- 
verts to the true Religion Hypocrites, and two- 
fold more the Children of Hell than themſelves, or 
to ſpeak plainly, as to the Methods uſed by 
them for converting of Separatiſts to the eſta- 
bliſhed Church, for this is the Point; it muff 
he. confeſſed there is another ſort of People 
who uſe different, very different Ways for this 
ſe. I ſhall give a few Inftances on each 
fide ; but ſhall take Leave to throw out that 
Word Party, that Things may appear as they 
are in themſelves; and that unprejudiced Per- 
ſons may judge impartially who they are that 
beſt deſerye thoſe ſevere Imputations, and are 
molt liable to that grievous and heavy Charge. 


| 5 Or | 
They who wound] They who are for 
make Converts to the | continuing thoſe good 
true Religion by ta-JLaws; well knowing 
king off the Teſt, or] from ſire Experience, 
Repealing the Schiſm | that whenever any 
Act; prepoſterouſly | ONE of the Sectaries 
meakning of the Church, | come to have an equal 
under a Notion of] Share in the Stare gw 
E 
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Thus grees the 
Separatifts may come 


to eftabliſh what They 
think the true Religi-| ever the united Power 


cy) 
the Sate : the hurth t be 
engthenin e Sate : DNA 


it: And that it TO 
be deftroy'd , when- 


on; ; and as they dd be- of them ALL toge- 


fore, uſe many Hard- 
hearted ways of making 
us Converts untothem. 


who have ever 


5 by all LEG AL 


SECURITIES which 
have been promoted 
for our primitive and 
holy Conſtitution ;-and 
under the Name and 
Notion of TOLER A- 
TON and Regard to 
tender ConKiences , 
never fail to run in 
wirk all Meaſures for 
the Support and En- 
eouragement of Schiſ- 
mat icks and Hereticks. 
And, who under the 
Diſpuiſe of a —— 
ahd peaceable Spi 
keep up an ered 
Debate and perpetual 
STRUGGLE of the 
Sectaries with the E- 
ftabliſhed Church, to 
Who the upper hand : 
ho will never ſuffer 


ther becomes ſuperior 
to It. 


They who, though 
they are for fallowing 
to all our Separatiſts 
free and unmoleſted 
Liberty for the Exer- 
ciſe of "their own falſe 
Religions, yet wou'd 

gladly procure ſuch 
Laws as. ſhou'd-purt ft 
out of their Power to 
threaten the true one 
with Danger 


and 
Rufnatovery 8 


which upon 
them ch ai a favourable 

Aſpeck; and when+ 
ever the bright fide of 
the Cloud is towards 
them. And who ever: 
ſince the Reformation 
have been GY 
for ſuch a Security as 
this for - the Church, 
but have been always 
3 the 2 75 
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#his.. 
ceaſe, but make it the 
Care and Labour of 
their Lives to tranſmit 
it down to poſterity. 


- had 
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They who would 
Convert Schiſmaticks 
by ſoothing them in a 
fond Opinion of their 
Safety and-, Innocence , 
in the midſt, of Guilt 
and Danger. Who e- 
ven rebuke ſuch as 
preach againſt the 
deadly Sin of Schi/m, 
lay open the horrid 
Nature of it, and dobut 
offer to make any Ap- 
plication to-thoſe, who 
are ſo notoriouſly guilty 
of it, that nothing can 
excuſe. them but in- 


Contention to 


| 


violent, furious Oppo 
ſition of your; Quiet, 
Moderate, Meek-ſpirited 
Men; ſuch as a bound 
in Love and Charity 
for other Communi- 
ons, but have no Mer: 
cy on their ow] n: And 
in the midſt of all that 
yearning of their Bowels 
over the Sectaries, ſeem 
to want the natural 
Affection of legiti- 


mate Children towards 


their own Mother 
Church. 7 viod 

They who look up- 
on all this conntving; 
ſoftning, palliating, 
loothing, flattering; 
&c. to he the greateſt 
Cruelty to the Souls of 
ſuch as they would 
convert; as well as 
Matter of great Offence 
and Sandal to all wha 
are already converted: 
Whd think theſe — 
thods of Converſion 
have more of the Wiſ⸗ 
dom of the Serpent in 
them, than of the In- 
nocence of the Dove; 


viacible Ignorance: 


and therefore go 
; plainer 


I ikea Trumpet. 


| hey who are fot con- 
iving at this barefa- 
ced Violation of All 
the Precepts of the 
98 for Peact and 
for ſoftening 
ry this erroneous 'O' i- 
nions of Seperariſts, 

and paſſing yer in 
filehice all their illegal 
Practices. W 'WH6fe c n 
frant Cry is; I 35 not 


fthfonable : to adi it now 


is Oto play 4 i= 
puer 2s 7 Se ues 
4 Crime to be iſper'd 
only, and exempt from 
that Precept Cy ſas w 
and Liſt up thy Vit 
And in 
fort they who Ark = 
T heartèed 
cannot itouch the 
for fear of mä- 


Nu Men complain. 3 


and thereforè ätre for 


_(# y 


plainet Way to osx. 
Nainely, by taking al 
Oppbttaditics of & 
vineing Men of thb 
hethons Nature of the 
Sialtbey *wou'd" cons! 
vert her from. 
„amentibg and bew. 
ling "the" deplorable 
Condition” of all our 
Separatiſts, whoſe caſes 
in ſhort is this; They 
have cut them ſelves off 
from a pure and un“ 
taihted Par᷑t of the CA 
tholick - Church, fd! 
are not become Mer 
bers of any other Part 4; 
They — rentuntad) 
Communion with-\ns,: 
and are not themſelves 
tjowned by any other 
reformed Church in 
he World. 


lulling them alle 
and deceitfully skin- 
ning over a fo ſterin 
and canker'd Ulcer. 


They who wit | 


make Converts to the 
Eſtabliſhed Religion, 


by * of it in 


10 


ep; 
1 
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They who well know 
all things of this nature 
to be no other than 


BIVINg up our whole 
Eſta- 
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the Opinion of the 
N and under a 
1 905 of magnifying 

mands of God 
— 


as what: is on- 
ly. and alone neceſſary 


Salvation, repre- ple 


8 its Articles, 
Rites and Ceremonies 
as untecefſary, trifling | 
and contemptible; things | 
changeable - at Plea- 


the | Eſtabliſhment, and be- 
traying the beſt con- 
ſtituted Church in the 
World! into the Hangs 
of its Enemies; and 
2 warn all Feo- 
the . 
and miſchievous 
iequences of all, ach 
prepoſterous Conceſſi- 
ons, as the very things 
which hinder the Con» 


ſure, = of no-Regard 
or Conſequence; - thus 


verſion of Schiſmaticka 
And therefore do on 


reviving that old-Cla- [the contrary . labour 


mour 
Church, 


mands. 
God, The W, ord 7 the 


againſt 


"Oo _ [ney our C 


| and the... indiſpen 
0 


- . * * 


the] (without any mixture 
Seripture-Com- of ſecret Reſerves in 
The. Lam of what they ſay and 


write) to ſhew the pro- 
mitiue Excellency. of 
urch, the paris 
its Docctrines, 
bligation which 


hes 
on them to comp] 
with its Litury, 1 — 
and Ceremonies, in 


order to the Salvation 


of their Souls; and 


h 
| 

| ;gious Obſer vance of 
them. 


W 


ow that by the Com- 
mands of God himſelf 
they are bound to a re- 


" They 


Wy See chis at ra ry Hook. 
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| and; main 

paring the Way for 
goes under the 


ian Name of a 


cn) 


who are glad- 
ly Phy ey a Compre- 
henſion as ſhall receive 
into the FO LD of the 


Church all our Sepa- 


CO i Hs 
ON. But is in 


like to prove, no arm Door , leaving 


ratiſts who are willing 
to enter in by the 
only 


than opening a Gap| their Schiſmatical or 


wide for all Hereticks, 
Schiſmaticks and Infidels 
to enter into d Ill 
of the Church; not 
as Converts, but as 
Thieves and Robbers, 
Such.a Comprehenſion 
Mall break down all 
10 Hedges, bring its 
ciel level with 
the Ground, that it 
may be laid out. for a 
CQMMON to be gra- 
85 indifferently_ . by 
gep or Goats. And ac- 

Ra y.do-talk with 
much \ Zeal — Gra- 
vity of Comprebending, 
thoſe 1 ＋ * LEG 
by fad 1 wil 
never be Compreben- 
ded upon any, other 
Terms than totally O- 
verturning the goodly 
Strufture of our Con. 


7 


Heretical Principles 
behind them ; and 
drihging in'with them 
no more khan a work 
ua g ment and a ſin- 


cere and tender Con- 
ſcience; They Who 
are zealous for Tunh 
4 Comprehenſion; as 
enn adn of \graft- 
ing 2 emter's 
into that yoodly FINE 
which, God's | own 
| right Hand hath plan- 
ted im theſe Kingdoms: 
tho? it were: with lop- 
ping off ſuch Bous ks 
out injury to the main 
Stock. But, not ſuch 
as ſnall let in the wild 
Beaſts | of the Firiu ty 
devour and deſtroy & 
Root and Branch. And 
accordingly, are not 


ſtitutien, and Erecting 


for Reconciling quite 
Oppoſite 


t4 


2 Babel of their own: 
in the ple, of it. 
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.:-They who ME theſe 
and ſuch like Methods 
do give up the Cauſe 
of the Church; and 
* Themlelves to 
in the wrong; and 
indeed take off the Guilt) 
of Schiſm from thoſe 
who ſeparate, and la 
the unſupportable Load 
upon their own Hard. 
hearted naughty Con- 
ſtitution, which ſo cru- 
elly and caueleſly ex-. 
cludes ſuch tender Con- 
ſciences as cannot com- 
ply with thoſe Rites 
and Ceremonies, which 
are but meer — 
ftances, and no Part of 
Religion. - 


| ſtitution , 


| cies. 


vont 


Oppoſite O inions in 
e. blending, of 
Contrarities ; and for 
contrivitiganIivedug 
Com ſition of fac 
10 made 0 
of monſtrous Gy 
difbions and — Pet 


» Wt "1M 
They who being 
throughly ſenſible, that 
the horrid Guilt of 
Schiſm, with all its 
diſmal Train of Con- 
ſequences to Church 
and state is, in the 
Sight of God, ſurely 
A dable either up- 
125 who Separate”; 

or upon thoſs whv 
make that Separation 
neceſſary; do 'there- 


fore place it at theit 


Door, where it ought 
to lye; and where it 
will be found at the 
laſt Day. Who ap- 
peal to God and the 


| World, whether the 


Church requires any 
ſinful Term of Com- 
munion? Whether ſhe 
hath not Power to de- 


cree Rites and Cerema- 
nies £ 


* 


f 
| 


9 — "IN N 
' 9 VV EY nn 


YT \& - + 85 
| IN  '|nies? And whether ſhe 
hath not Authority in 

| {Controverſies of Faith? 
%%% + oo RO 
| | Means avoid giving 
a - _- Juſt Offence and Scan- 

I dal to the Members of 

| their own Communi- 
ſon; but awaken the 
Confciences of ſuch as 
renounce it: So that 
Converts may be made 
not by going over to 
them, but by bringing 
them over to us. 


7 


) 


* a 


je They whoſe Mouths | They who knowing 
ty are all of a ſudden full that of the Foreign 
5: | of Commendations of Churches to be at firſt 
f the FORE/GN Refor- a Caſe of unavoidable 
med Churches, -ſound-| Neceſſity; and that they 
„ ing out their Praiſes ;| are ſtill under the Pow- 
and warmly arguing|er of Prejudice and Pre- 
4. | them, to be as ſafe a| poſſeſſion : Do therefore 
it Way to Salvation, and 50 that God will ra- 
+> as Pure and Perfect as tiff and confirm all 


& our own. ES {thoſe Religious Accs 

. lof theirs, which are 

ae Alsdone in an Extraordi- 

e f Roy, Wai, ©, in-5he 
1 I caourſe of his Provi- 

1 I dence that Neceſſity and 


e | I Prejudice are 1emoved; 
4 | Aland that they are 
? 


brought to a Sight of 
C = that 


wo 
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— 
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. 


| 


| | keep them ſtill 


that fundamental Er- 
ror they are in, viz. 
thewant of BPISCO- 
PACY. And accord- 
ingly make it their 
Buſineſs and Aim, not 
to continue Men in 
that Ignorance, and 
blind- 
fold; but rather to o- 
pen "their Eyes that 


{they may diſcern their 


want of that ſtri& Prin- 
ciple of UNITY with 
the Catholick Church; 


land of that SAN 7K 


They 100 et u wie 
Law 07 the Land for 
the tire Adequate Rule 
of Obedience to Go- 
vernors; and accord- 
ingly. upon . Tome 
View or other, never 
fail to Preach and Pro- 
pagate the Doctrine 
of Reſiſtance in every 
Reign : And ingroſs it 


2 


* * 
- . 


which 4s expreſly pr 

qmiſed only to t 5 

Ordinances, which, are 

. in the re- 
„ and Ordas 


Way. a, God's Diſpen- 
ae n 


They 7. Hs beſides 
the Law of the, Land, 
take in the Law of 
God for their Rule; 
and accordingly are 
Loyal upon a Scripture 
Principle, and are not 
the leſs ſo when they 
are not ſuch as the 
King delighteth to 
Honour. Who are the 
| _ conſtant 


ſo Wholly to them- 
ſelyes, that they are 
filled with Reſentment 
if any of the other 
ſide. ſhould but pretend 


to it in any Degrer. 12 
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They who would in- 
vite Converts over 
from Diſſenters by re- 
viling and oppreſſing 
their own Clergy, and 
treating them with 
manifold 
Who are for running 
down all Univerſity 
Education, and taking 
the Management of 
Youth intirely out of 
the Hands of all who 


1 2 Wh e Methads 
wm 
| 
| 
| 
4 
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conſtant Maintainers 

Axel of that truly Goſpel | 

Doctrine of Obedience 

P 8 and 
cially to Kings an 

| ang — that 

they would not ſave 


- {their Liberty, or Proper- 


go or Lives, nay, nor 
he Eſtabliſhment of 
the beſt Religion in 


of Sedition or Diſloy- 
alty. And therefore 
have, in all times of 
Tryal and Exigence, 
been found the con- 
ſtant Stay, and daſt 
R EFUC ROI Amr 


. 80g i hl 


They - ho Rave 
rence and Support 
their Clerpy,: as Per- 
ſons at whoſe Hands' 
they receive the bleſ- 
ſed Sacraments ; and 


Indignities. upon whom: they have 


their whole Depen- 
dance for partaking of 
Divine Ordinances , 
and all the bleſſed 
Means of Salvation. 
Who know the great 


are in n holy Orders. 
C2 


Valne and Conſe- 
quence 


— een co ty nm bi ninth 8 «x <A FILED 


. 
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They who do all this, 
and much more than I 
can deſcribe, for the 
Support aad Counte- 
nance of Schiſm and 
Schiſmaticks; but not 
by any profeſſed and 
opeh Declaration in 
Favour of them, or 
their Principles; but 
by many indirect and 


ptanſible Ways, which 
tho” ſeen by all; yet do 
ever leave Room for 
_ Evaſion, and a Turn 


towards ſomething 


laſt into Exceſs of Cha- 


rity, or Miſtake in O- 


pinion. But however 
chis grand Deſign is 
purſued and carried on 


by all that Variety of 


(8) 
„ 


that is good; and at 
worſt is reſolved at 


uence of thoſe Fun- 
ons of Learning, 
which preſerve us 
from a general Igno- 
rance and Barbariſm; 
and to which are o ]- 
ing all the Politeneſs, 
and Refinements of the 
Age. 


They who look up- 
on all Practices of that 
Nature in the midſt 
of Conſtant, Zealous, So- 
lem Profeſſions of 
great Regard and 
Kindneſs for the 
Church, to be no other 
than betraying it with 
a Kiſs. 


Artifice, which runs [ 


{ 


: They 


m 
7 
8 
— 
5 
*I 


ſenters; 


their 


parted Heroes. 


ver ſation of thoſe de- 
luded Perſons, who 
affet rather the Cha- 
racer of Temper and 
Aoderationtowards Diſ- 
than of Truth 
and Fidelity, and an up- 
right unbyaſs'd Zeal 
towards that Commu- 
nion they have choſe to 
live and dye in. 


I might add to this, 


They under whom all 
the Enemies of Reveal'd 
Religion take Shelter; 
and who are courted, 
careſſed and Aatter'd 
by Deiſts, and Socinians, 
Freethinkers, and all 
Ranks of Iyfidels. Who 
glory in a profane and 
irreligious Health, as 
diſtinguiſhing 
Badge and Character; 
and do ſuch Honours to 
the Statues of the Dead, 
as were cuſtomary a- 
mong the Feather in 
worſhipping their de- 
Who 
upon Occaſion can eafily 
miſtake UNSOUND 
PRINCIPLES OF 
REVOLUTION, for 
"C23 


( 
thro' the whole Con- 


. - 


They who are the 
common Mark of all 
ſuch Mens Indignation 
and Fury; and are left 
to ſuſtain the Storm 
alone, whenever the 
joint and united Force 
of Schiſm and Infidelity 
attempts to enter at 
thoſe Breaches in our 
Conſtitution, which are 
made by Men of a Le- 
velling, Compounding, 
Extending, Comprobens- 
ing Genius. 


That 


* — 


i ed ** 9ꝶ—— — 0 d 
i | 30 
5 
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SOUND REVOLUTky bs 
ON PRINCIPLES. | © it wt 
Who mingle Damnation | 1 

with their Liquor, and}|-: © 

crown their Cups with 
Confuſion. Who breath 
out + Revenge, and 
Ruin, and Deltru⸗ 
ction, and in the Face 
of God and Man, do 
ſolemnly bind 'em up-] - 
on their Souls, 


That Word Party, and the ſevere Animad- 
verſions upon it; and particularly that of their 
making their Converts Twofeld more the Child of 
Hell than themſelves, drew me into this Digreſſi- 
on. And now fince it is paſt denying that Ore, 
or the Other of theſe two Sorts of Peopleare there 
branded with that Name and Character: If it 
ſhould chance to be thoſe on the Righe Hand, 
have they not Reaſon to. complain of ſuch 
Treatment? eſpecially from a Perſon of Learn 
ing and Character; and who hath this remarka- 
ble Say ing, * Whoſoever Diſputes in Defence 
Religion, is bound to do it with all the Calmneſs and 
Gentlencſs that poſſibly he can. Sharpneſs and Au- 
ger, Heat and Violence do commouly raiſe Mens 
Paſſions, and thereby obſtrutt their Reaſon, ſo as to 
make them much leſs capable than otherwiſe they 
wou'd be, of a clear and ſolid Conviction, &c. 

What do you imagine is at the bottom of 
all this Indignation? And why do they make 
their Converts twofold more the Child of Hell 


4 Words in ſome late Aſſociations, * Bp of Rapbo's . 
| | than 
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than themſelyes? Becauſe, like the Pharaſees, 


they Convert Diſſenters only to Circumſtances ; 
and lay too great a ſtreſs upon meer Rites and 
Ceremonies, Which are no Part of Religion, 
nor Ary way neceſſary to Salvation. This in- 
deed were a juft Cenſure, and woe unto us Pha- 
riſees, HMpocrites, if we omitted the weightier 
Matters of the Law, Tudgozent, Mercy. and 
Faith: No, we teach our Converts as our 
Saviour did, that Theſe they ought to do, and not 
to Leave the other undone: And what fhall we ſay 
to thoſe, who induſtriouſſy by many ways, in- 
ſinuate that Men 4 leave the latter undone ?_ 

So then the dire& Application of all this 
long Encomium upon Calmneſi and 155 
is, that our Liturgy, Rites and Cremonies ought 
to be very cooly and careleſly Defended; and 
that all the Zeal with which, as Hooker ſays, * 


Holy and Vertuous Men have defended them, is Pha- 


riſaical and Hypocritical. But fure it is Good to 
be zealouſly Afected, always in a goed Thing, Gal. 
4. 18. and if the Liturgy, Rites and Ceremonies 
of our Church are good Things, then thoſe Ver- 
tuous and Holy Men were not to blame in 
that Zeal and Warmth with which they have 
defended them, and in rebuking cur Modern 
Pharaſees, i. e. Separatiſts with Sharpneſs for their 
Obſtinate and Schiſmatical rejecting the Ob- 
ſeryation of them. And, I pray God his Lord- 
ſhip may in Time conſider, how different a 
Spirit thoſe Holy Men were of, from that 
which moved him ia the cloſe of this Head, 
to put our Church and Sectaries all upon the 
{ame Level; ſolemaly lamenting that the Chi- 
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ſtian Church came to be ſo rent and divided in- 
to Sets and Parties, without the leaſt Intima- 
tion in favour of our own. And, alas! for 
the Chriſtian Church (ours being one of theſe 
Seas and Parties into which it is divided) there 
is very little Hope (without the Extraordinary 
Goodneſs and Mercy of God do interpoſe ) of its ever 
being again reſtor'd to that Union which it ſo 
happily enjoy'd in the firſt Propagation of 
Chriſtianity. Hard-hearted and Hypocritical 
Pharaſees as Men are! Why do they ſhew ſo 
much Sharpneſs and Anger, Heat and Violence for 
meer Greumſtances ? Why will they inſiſt ſo ri- 
gorouſly upon Triſtes; and will not part with 
them in order to a Comprehenſion of all thoſe: 
other Secs and Parties of the Chriſtian Church, 
who are by that means excluded; tho' they 
have all the Parts of Religion as well as we, 
and are now willing to be comprehended, and 
make one Fold under one Shepherd ? 


III. The Third Inference is, That nothing 
ought to be receiv'd as a P ART of Religion, but 
what is NECESSARY to Salvation, i. e. in 
his Lordſhip's own Words, p. 16. what is Ab- 
folutely Neceſſary, Perpetual, Unchangeable ;, And 
here p. 12. Every Thing which the Law of God 
HIMSELF, and not Man, Requires. Any 
Thing which is not contain'd in the plain Law 
of God himſelf, and not indiſpenſibly neceſſary 
to Salvation, is but a Circumſtance and no Part 

of Religion. 9 | 


Now my Reader thinks that his Lordſhip _ 
hath diſtinguiſh'd all Religion into PART Sand 
CIRCUMSTANCES. No ſuch — 

„ , this 


ui 
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this were a Conceſſion wou'd Ruin his whole 
Scheme; and yet I know you are now won- 
d'ring what elſe he can poſſibly mean! Why, 
he means that there are no Circumſtances at all 
in Religion it ſelf; or that there is no Religion 


in Circumſtances: They are Things in the Outſide 


of Religion; or About Religion; or Belonging 
to Religion ; but have Nothing in them of Re- 
ligion; and in ſhort, you may make any Thing 
in the World of them but a Part of Religion. 
Had his Lordſhip deſign'd no more than to 
teach People to make a difference between the 
Eſſential or Fundamental Parts, and the Circum- 


ſtantial Parts of Religion, and apply'd it right, 


it might have paſs'd as having ſome Mean- 
ing in it: Tho' even this is the old Puritani- 
cal Diſtinction levelPd at all our Rites and 
Ceremonies; & and at the Power, or Chriſtian 
Liberty of the Church to appoint them, and 
require Obedience to them. Only they wor- 
ded it with more Softneſs and Modeſty, name- 
ly, Matters of Subſtance, and Matters of Gr- 
cumſtance; granting they were all Parts of 
Religion, and diſputing only whether the 
Churches appointing any other than what 
are already in the Goſpel was not making 
thoſe things Parts of Religion, which were no 
Parts, and ſo Adding to the Laws of Jeſus Chriſt. 
Accordingly their conſtant Cant was, They are 
Devices of the Brain of Man; God teacheth them 
not; away with them therefore out of the Church 
Away with the Star of Reaſon and Learning, and 
give us the Sunſhine of the Goſpel. + 


* See Hook. Eccleſ. Pol. Book 3, 
+ Hook, Eccleſ, Pol. p. 151. 
| Beſides 


(34) A 
Beſides the evil Aſpect, and dangerous Ten- 
dency of this way of fpeaking, you already 


ſee how affectedly Trifling and Groundleſs 
this Diſtinction is, which ſo totally, profeſſed- 
ly, and peremptorily excludes our Liturgy 


Rites and Ceremonies, and whole Conſtitution | 
of our Church, from the Name or Notion of 
Religion; a way of ſpeaking ſo intirely New 
and altogether his Lordſhip's own, that in his. 


Senſe of it, I am perſuaded it never was heard. 
of before the preaching of his Sermon. 


That Diſtinction is founded upon this very 


wrong Suppoſition, That nothing which God 
Appoints can be a Circumſtance, and nothing 


which Man Appoints can be a Part of Reli: 


gion: Whereas there is neither of them True, 


for under the old Law, many Things 1 
0 


Circumſtantial were appointed by God; and 

under the Goſpel; ſuch as Entring into our Clo- 
ſets, and Praying in private, Mat. 6. 4. Bowing 
the Knee, Phil. 2. 10. Uncovering the Head, Cor. 


11. 5. 7. Singing, James 5. 13. Avoiding vain 


Repetitions, Mat. 6. 7. And this his Lordſhip 
mult never deny, who ſays, p. 12. That the par- 
ticular Form of Words, in which we offer up our De- 
votions, is but a Circumſtance. Then, tho” Pray- 
er is a Part of Religion, yet the Lord's Pray- 
er is but a Grcumſtance; nay, our Saviour's 
own Prayer, John 17. was but a Circumſtance ; 
the Pſalms and all the Prayers in the Bible are 
but Circumſtances, tho? dictated by the Spirit 
of God. Againon the other Hand, not only 
the Matter but the Form of the Apoſtles Creed 
is a Part of Religion, tho? not in the Bible, 
and ever eſteem'd ſo; and the Obſervation of 

the 


\ 
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the Lord's Day is undeniably a Part of Rell- 
gion, tho' of Man's Appointment z nay, tho 
the Obſervance of another Day of the Week 
is one of the Ten Commandments. So-that 
whether we ſpeak of the Laws of God, or the 
Laws of Man, with Relation to the Church, 
ſome Things in them may be Matters of greater 
Weight and Subſtance, and ſome of them of 
leſs Conſequence and Circumſtantial only. And 
,cyen a Circumſtance commanded by God is 2 
part of Religion, as Hooker obſerves. (Book 3. 
p. 145.) If the Authority of the Maker do prove 
unchangeableneſs in the Laws which God hath made, 
then muſt all Laws which he hath made, be neceſſa- 
rily for ever permanent, tho they be but of Circum- 
ſtance only, and not of Subſtance. So far was that 
great Man from allowing the Diſt inction in his 
Lordſhip's Senſe. | 
Thus it is with the Laws of the Church en- 
joyning Rites and Ceremonies ; ſome relate 
to meer Circumſtances, as the Ring, and joyn- 
ing of Hands in Marriage; the Hour of pub- 
lick Prayer; the Place where a Church ſnhou'd 
be Built; the Uſe of the Surplice; and fuck 
like. Others to Matters of greater Weight and 
Coyſequence, as the Building of Churches for 
the Worſhip of God; The Form of publick 
Worſhip to be performed in them; The Form 
and Manner of Adminiſtring the Sacraments, 
= Confirmation, Conſecration of Biſhops, 
"I | 

Now, whether they are of one kind, or the 
other, that by the Sanction either of the Uni- 
verſal Church, or of a National, they, as 


they have always been eſteemed, are with 
: great 


(35) 
great Truth and Propriety of Speech call'd ' 
Parts of Religion, will appear from theſe Rea- 
ſons. | | 
1. Firit, Becauſe Rites and Ceremonies are ne- 
ceſſary to Religion; it cannot ſubſiſt without 
them, or have any viſible Being in the World. 
There could be no Worſhip of God at all, 
without ſome Form of Prayer, either Preme- 
ditated or Extempore. There could be no Ad- 
miniſtration of the Word and Sacraments with- 
out ſome particular Mode and Manner of 
Performing them; nor could there be any Or- 
der or Regularity in any Religious Perfor- 
mance without ſome Rule for it : And for this 
very Reaſon Dr. Hammond ſays, - The Govern- 
ment of the Church is a conſiderable PAR HTH of Re- 
ligion, becauſe it is as neceſſary to the Being and Pre- 
ſervation of a Church, as preaching was to the firs 
Propagation and planting of the Goſpel; and adds, 
That it Wou'd be no leſs than Fury for any to hope 
for the Duration of a Church or viſible Society of Chri- 
ſtiaus, without this grand Neceſſary. And ſo & St. 
Auſtin affirms, Nullam Religionem neque veram, 
ueque falſam, ſine Ceremoniis poſſe Conſiſtere. And 
therefore what is ſo Neceſſary to the very Be- 
ing and Diſcharge of Religion, doth very p 
perly come under the Notion of a Part offit, 
So that the jitict and narrow Notion of a Part 
of Religion, in his Lordſhip's Senſe of it, 
holds only w:*!; t eſpect to the Inviſible Church, 
ſtrictly cala ©21i7's Myſtical Body; but is iu- 
tively Groundicts, with reſpe& to the Viſible 
Church, which ones even its Viſibility and Be- 


+ Ham, Works, Vol. L p. 397, * Cont: Fauſt, c. 11. 
ing 
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ing, as ſuch, to Rites and Ceremonies. And 
therefore all the Uſes and Inferences which 
are made of that Diſtinction of Parts and Cir- 
cumſtances, ſtill I ſay, in his Lordſhip's Senſe 
of it, from the former to the latter, are of moſt 
pernicious Conſequence, tending to undermine 
all Religion; deſtructive of all true Piety; and 
fitted to obſtruct all growth in Grace, and Ad- 
vancement of all Vertue and Goodneſs in the 
World. It leads directly to that fatal and 
grand Error of the Mupgletonians, who by a de- 
teſtable Affectation of feparating all Circum- 
ſtances from Religion, and ſticking to what 
they conceive to be ſtrictly the Parts of it, have 
in truth, no Religion at all left. And therefore 


the Opinions and Conſequences directly —— | 


ing from this DiſtinQion, all Chriſtians ought 
to be aware of, who have any Regard left to 
their Eternal Salvation. 

2. Becauſe Chriſt, who knew that Rites and 
Ceremonies muſt neceſſarily make up a gteat 
Part of Religion for the ſupport of a viſible 
Church, left a delegated Power for tlie ap- 
pointing of them-with his Apoſtles and theirs 


Succeſſors; call'd therefore in Scripture Am- 


baſſadors, Overſters, Riders. Accordingly St. Paul, 
1 Cor. 7: 18. made Ordinances in the Churches 
about Things in their own Nature indifferent. 
Titus was to Set in order the Things which were 
wanting in Crete, Tit. 1. 5. not Things plain- 
ly commanded in Scripture, for then there was 
no Need for this Precept, nor indeed of any 
other general Rule for the Exerciſe of their 
Power. But general Rules are given them for 
their Direction in all their Ordinances; name- 


ly, 
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ly, That all Things ſhould be done to Edifi- 


cation, 1 Cor. 14. 26, to Decency | and Order, 
40. and to the Glory of God. And Obedience 
and Submiſſion to theſe Rulers of the Church 
is ſtrictly required. Tis for the Adminiſtra. 


tion of this Power more eſpecially, that the 


more immediate Preſence and Aſſiſtance: of 
the Holy Spirit is promis'd. Where, two or 
three are gathered together in my Name, there am 
F in the midit of them, Mat. 18. 20. And again; 
Lo ] am with you even to the End of the World. 
For which Reaſon the firſt Ordinance made 
by the Church, A#s 15. 28. runs ia this Styles 
It ſeemed Good to the Holy Ghoſt and to US, there- 
by aſſerting the Divine Authority of their De- 


crees, as being from the Holy Ghoſt, tho? 


made by Man. 7 5 
And now can any Conſequence be more 
Natural from hence, than that the Liturgies, 


Rites and Ceremonies, &c. of the Church, which 


are founded upon Scripture, and have the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt for their Author, are Parts of Re- 
ligion ? Is there not a Religious and Conſcien- 
tious Obedience and Submiſſion to be paid to 
them? And is it not for this very Reaſon that 
Schiſm 1s a Sin of that enormous and crying, 
Nature ; becauſe oppoſing the Power of the 
Church in theſe Things, is oppoſing God and 
his Laws? and defeating, as much as in them 
lies, all the Ends of a viſible Church of Chriſt 
upon Earth? Is it not upon this very Prin- 


ciple that all the Fathers of the Church have 


argued againſt thoſe Schiſms, which have been 
made in it? becauſe, tho? Points of Diſcipline 
and Ceremony are in their own Nature in- 

different, 


(39) 
different, not expreſiy commanded by God; 
yer they are his Mediate Commands, and what 
5 becomes a Part of Religion, as every 
N Thing is, which by a Sanction from God is 
bound upon the Conſciences of Men, tho? by 
| the Mediation of his Miniſters : Nor are they 
ever the leſs ſo for being Mutable, becauſe the 
Obedience and Submiſſion due to them, when 
| appointed, is immutable as the Laws of God 
. i] Himſelf; and *tis only by being annull'd that 
: they can return into their former Natural 
.' | Indifferency, - Accordingly St. Auguſtin Tays, 
> (Epiltle 86.) That Where the Scripture appoint- 
a eth mo Certainty, the Uſe of the People of God, 
. or, the Ordinances of our Fathers mu#t ſerve: for 
7 a Lam, i. e. for an expreſs Law of God, for 
I be judgeth the Ordinances of the Church to 
> be of Apoſtolical Authority. And hear the 
1 Senſe of the judicious Hooker, from whom 1 
| _ | borrow'd that Quotation, (Book 3.) ſpeaking . 
of our Obligation, even from the Laws of 
God, to obey the Ordinances of our Mother 
the Church; He ſays, Let not ſay me ler 
the Command ments of One, when we break. the 
Law of the Other; for unleſs we obferve both, me 
obey neither — the Laws thus made, God himſelf 
doth in ſuch, ſort Aut horixe; that to diſpiſe them, is 
to diſpiſe, in them, Him. Again, If they have 
Ged himſelf far their Author, Contempt, which: is 
| ee unto them, cannot chuſe but redound unto 
him. And makes this Concluſion, That ohey- 
ing them, it obeying God. So little did that 
reat Mag think of this Doctrine of Circum- 
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could be no Doubt or Controverſy about them. 


lf 


TS... _ 
rag os will ſay all Matters of Diſcipline 
and Ceremony can be no Parts of Religion, 


becauſe a Man can be a Chriſtian without them. 
Then read the learned Hammond on that 


Point, Vol. I. p. 397. who owns a Man may 


be a Chriſtian without them, but ſays with- 
al, that it is no otherwiſe' True, than As to 


want ſome Limbs, or to ahound to Monſtroſity in 
others, is yet reconcilable with the Life and Being 


of a Man. And now you ſee this Diſtinction 


of Parts and Circumſtances leads directly into 


that deſperate Opinion, which Many begin 
now to grow very fond of, viz. Of the Sufficien- 


cy of being a Chriſtian at large in order to Eter- 
nal Salvation ; which hath not the leaſt Foun- 


dation of Truth, but in Caſes of abſolute, un- 


'ayoidable Neceſſity, as Hammond obſerves, on- 
ly where a Man is Immur d, or in a Wilderneſs ; 


and that Caſe he ſays, There is no doubt the Uſe 


ef the very Sacraments, Inſtituted by Chriſt himſelf, 


wou d not be neceſſary to Chriſtianity ;, and therefore 


no Parts of Religion in his Lordſhip's Senſe of | 
=—_—w 1 5 


3. In the third Place I muſt obſerve how 


this Diſtinction, which thus totally excludes 


all Rites and Ceremonies from the Name or 
Notion of Religion, goes upon a Suppoſition, 
that all Things neceſſary to Salvation are ſo 


plain and obvious in the Scriptures, that it is 


impoſſible for the meaneſt Capacity to be 'mi- 


ſtaken in any one of them. There might be 
ſome Dſe, and leſs Danger in this Diſtinction, 
if all Matters of Faith and Practice were ſo 


indiſputably plain and obvious, that there 


But 
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But on the contrafy, we find by ſad Expe- 
rience, that many of the moſt fundamental 
Points of Religion, are deny'd by ſome, and 
perverted by others; and that falſe and erro- 
neous Opinions prevail concerning Things, 
which, to Men of Sincerity and Knowledge, 
ſeem plain and undeniable. What Remedy 
hath God provided for this Blindneſs and Ob- 
Rinacy of Human Nature? ls it not the Judg- 
ment and Deciſion of good and learned Men, 
and particularly of thoſe Rulers and Oyer- 
ſeers of his Church upon all Points contain'd 
in Scripture, whether more Expreſly or by 
Conſequence f. And is not this the Reaſon of 
the Goyernours of the Church reducing all 
Things relating to Salvation to a Certainty 
by Liturg ies, Rubricks, Homilies, Articles and 
Canon? And are not their Determinations 
upon the Senſe. and Meaning of Scripture ia 
all Things properly call'd Parts of Religion? 
nd what other Tendency can this invidious 
DiſtinQion have, but all at once to diſſolve this 
admirable Frame of our Eſtabliſh'd Church? 
and leave a Latitude for every private Judg- 
ment to form Opinions to themſelves of 
what, is, and what is not a Neceſſary Part 
of Religion ; and by that Means render them 
ſubject to infinite Error and Confuſion , 
and to run a manifeſt hazard of their Sal- 
vation. | | 
4. We are to conſider, that if the light of 
Nature, could have inform'd us in all Matters 
of Religion, we ſhould have had no Revelation 
at all; this leaves us to our Selves wherever 
the light of Reaſon is a 3 Guide. _ 
0 6 
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all Matters relating to the Worſhip of. j Khins 
Government of the Church, and al) Things 
relating to Faith and. Practice, Ne h want- 
ed Revelation, are accordingly, reveal'd to 55 
and all the reſt is left to the Light, of N 
ture, and beſt. Reaſon of Man, influenc'd. 120 
the ſecret Concurtence of God's Hol Spiel 
And ſince Reaſon is, from God, as. F as Rer 
velation, whatſoever. is thus. Fqynded is | 
great Propriety of Speech, a of Reli- 
gion; it Is command ded. of God, "irs to 117 
and diſobey it, is to diſobey God. Fro 
whence you ſee another evil Conſequence o 
that Diſtinction, that it leads People into à 
Contempt of all Moral Religion, in which 
the yery "Life and. Subſtance of it conſiſts ; and 
teaches Men to deſpiſc all Things not Expreſly 
in Scripture, tho” agrecable 7 Right Reaſon, 
and the general Rules and Examples of Holy 
Writ ; moſt conſiſtent with Order and Decency ; 
moſt for Eglification of Souls, and the Glory of 
God; of leaſt Offence to all ſincere and well: 
meaning Chriſtians ; conſanant to the Opinion 
and Practice of the Primitive Church; a 
handed down to us from thence thro' every 
Age ſince Chriſt. 

5. We muſt obſerve that thire is a great 
Ambiguity in this Word Neceſſar to Salvation, 
upon which my Lord founds his Diſtinction 
and lays ſuch a Streſs thro' this hole Set- 
mon. Some Things. are neccſlary in their + 
own Nature; and fome Things which *s not 
ſo in their own Nature, may become ſo by 
Accident. And even of the firſt kind there 0 
degrees of Neceſlity : As fir#, the Fundamental 
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into Religion | | 
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( 44) 
be, without being Members .of a particular 
Church; and as neceſſary as it is to. avoid the 
deadly Siri. of Schiſm and Separation from the 
Church of God. This is à great Degree of 
Neceſſity, and ſo great, that People may for- 
feit their Eternal Salvation for want of not 
thinking theſe Things neceſſary enqugh: And 
a Man may periſh want of 4 due Regard 
to what is neceſſary in a leſſer Degree; at 
the ſame time that he affects the, Obſervance 
of thoſe Things which are. call'd Neceſſary 
by way of Excellence, and not excluſively of 
theſe Things, without which, Religion cannot 
ſo much as ſubliſt. And therefore that Di- 
ſtinction, which reduces all theſe Kinds and 
Degrees of Neceſſity to the firſt Head only, and 
directly and plainly inſinuates the No N 
of all the reſt, opens a fair and eaſy Gap for all 
manner of Heretical and Schiſmatical Opinion. 

Here I muſt obſerve, either thꝭ Artful Con- 
trivance, or rather grievous Overſight and Mi- 
ſtake of this whole Sermon, which all along 
oppoſes the two Extremes of theſe Three to one 
another, but makes no Proviſion at all for 
Things in the ſecond Degree of Neceſſi- 
ty. On one ſide his Lordſhip reckons up the 
Parts of Religion thns, To Love God'; to Fear, 
Worſhip, and Serve Him; to be Fauſt, True, Peace- 
able, Humble, Charitable, Sober, Temperate, to 
be receiv'd into the Church by Baptiſm, and A 
ter mardi to partake often of the Holy Communion of 
the Body and Blood of Chriſt; this is the whole 
Sum of what his Lordſhip calls True Religion, 
neceſſary to Salvation, unchangeable, &c. ſe- 
veral Times over. To theſe he oppoſes, p. 12. 


/ the 
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the How of Publick Prayer; the Place of 
Fablick Worſhip; the Form of Words in which 
Mien ſhould offer up their Devotions; the Po- 

fore of Body to be obſervd in them, and ſuch 

ike. In the firſt his Lordſhip proceeds not 
to one laſtance beyond Aral Duties, and the 
Two Sacraments. for true Religion. So that he 
leaves Epiſcopacy ; the two Orders of Prieſts 
and. Deacons; Confirmation; Baptiſm of In- 
fants; the Power of the Church for Spiritual 
Diſcipline and Government, and for appoint- 
ing Rites and Ceremonies for Adminiſtration 
of the Sacraments, and other Ordinances of 
God, &e. either to be dropt intirely, or to 
paſs for Things meerly Circumſtantial, 1. 5 
t have nothing in them of Religion: Had 
nis Lordſhip proceeded to one Inſtance beyond 
the Sacraments, it would have deſtroy'd his 
whole Scheme. This Oppoſition of the two 
Extremes is ſo often repeated, and every part 
of this Sermon ſo openly and plainly levell'd, 
I hope not with Deſign, at the whole Do- 
Qrine of our Church, in all Inſtances, except- 
ing only that of the two Sacraments ; that 
I look upon his Lordſhip bound in ſtrict ju- 
ſtice to declare himſelf, fully and publickly 
to the World, how many of theſe and- ſuch: 
like Points he owns to be true Religion, and 
which he will have meer; Circumſtances, 4. e. 
no Religion at all. : | 
6. Another Reaſon I ſhall give, why Rites 
and Ceremonies are Parts of Religion, tho” of 
Human Appointment, is becauſe our Saviour 
himſelf look d upon them as ſuch, by obſerv- 
ing thoſe Rites and Ceremonies of the Jewiſß 
| | B 3 Church 
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Church which were not commanded by God; 
and that in order to the Fulſilling of the Lam, 

and particularly the Feaſt of 3 Joby 

10. 20, And in Mat. 23, 23. where he pro- 

nounces a Wo toi the Sribes and ++. wp for 

not obſerving the Weightier Matters of the Lam, 

Judgment, Mercy and Faith; He poſitively fferts 

the Obligation lay upoit them to pay Tyth o 

Mint, and Anniſe, and Cummin, tho' they were 

Inſtances not commanded in the Law; and tells 

them, they were not to leave them undone. 

The laſt thing 1 ſhall bbſerve to this pur- 
poſe is, That it is matter of indiſpenſable Pu- 
ty and Conſcience in the Succeſſors of the Apo- 
ſtles, Governors of the Church, to purſue the 

Power, and obſerve the Rules laid down for 

them in Scripture; and by that Authority td 

appoint ſuch a Liturgy, ſuch Rites and Ceremo- 
nies, &c. as are moſt for Decency and Order, 
for Edification of Souls, and the Glory 

God; of leaſt Offence to the Churches, and 

which come ' neareſt to Scripture Examples, 

and Primitive Practice; together with ſuch 

Church- Articles, and Deciſions in Contro- 

verſies of Faith, as are moſt agreeable to the, 

whole Tenor of the Goſpel. This we think 
already perform'd, and that too not without 
the more Immediate * Direction and Influence of 
the Spirit of God, Now all theſe become Parts 
of Religion, not only as they are Ordained 
by a Lawful Authority deriv'd from Chriſt ; 

But as they are moſt Eligible in Themſelves, 

and in their own Nature ought to determine 


* Act of Parliament in the 2d of Edw. vith. The Li- 
turgy is ſaid to be Compoſed, By the Aid of the H. Ghoſt. 
I the 
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the judgment and Choice of ſuch as hape Power 


from Chriſt to Orden Them. So that even 
that Notion, taken altogether for granted, 
That all Rites and Cefemonies are yerfettly 
Indiſfereni before they are Ordained, will not 
hold; for this is but ſaying in other Words, 
that it is of no Conſequence to Religion, or 
the Wotſhip-of God, what Rites and Ceremo- 


nies are appointed. Much more groundlefs 


then, and more-pernicions it muſt be to main- 


tain, that they are all perftetiy lndifferent, and 


no Part of Religion, even after they are Or- 
dained, whſch is the Doctrinè of that Sermö. 
Now that the "Rires and Ceremonies, Artitlts, 
& c. of our CHurch are of that Nature I have 
deſeribed;-hath' been ſufficiently made to ap- 
pear by many Pious and Learned Men: And 
this is the very Ground of all that Zeal and 


Learning, which hath been laid out in the De- 
fence of them. So that tho? it might be ſaid 


in the General, with ſome colour of Truth, 


That Rites and Ceremonies are alterable, yet, 


the Conſequence will not hold, that therefore 
thoſe of our Church ay or Ought to be al- 
ter'd; for it wou'd be, not only an inex- 
cuſable Levity, but a great Sin to Change or Al- 
ter them for the worſe ; and a grievous Abuſe 
of that Power lodg'd in the Church. And if ſo, 
then how great à Violation of Conſcience muſt 
it be in any ſingle Perſon, in his own private 
Capacity, and 'upon the ſtrength of his own 
Judgment to ring Changes and Alterations in 
the Ears of all People, and Diſpoſe them for 
parting with ſuch Rites, Gr. as have all the 
above Conditions; and for the Reception of 
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' others, which may appear to have none of 
them. And this is the. very Judgment of 
Q. Elizabeth, and her, Wiſe Parliament. 4 
Form ſound in it ſelf,, aud, profitable to the People, 
may not be alter d without great Decay of the. 
true Honour of God, and Diſcomfert to the Profeſſors 
of the Truth of Chriſt's Religion. 1 7 141 
By what hath been ſaid, my Reader is pre- 
par'd to judge how injurious, not only to the 


whole Conſtitution of our Holy Church, but to 


all Religion in general that Similitudę is, by 
which his Lordſhip, explains and illuſtrates 
this Diſtinction; namely, That of a Man and 
his Garments. It muſt be confeſs'd this comes 
up fully to all the Intents and Purpoſes. of this 
Sermon, and 1s calculated to anſwer all the, 
Ends and Deſigns, which can poſſibly be aim- 
ed at by it; for *tis certain the Garments are no 
more a part of the Man who wears them, than 
the Stick he carries in his Hand, or the Ground 
he walks on: Nay, we ſhould be thought to 
22 affetedly and Improperly if we ſhould call 
them even the Circumſtances of an Haman 
Body. If he had allow'd Rites and Ceremonies to 
be to Religion, but as the Hair or the Nails 
are to the Body, ſomething ariſing from Re- 
ligion, and ſuch a neceſſary Appendage of it, 
that if thoſe in Being are par'd off, others by a 
Courſe of Nature muſt ariſe in their ſtead ; 
this would have been leſs invidious, tho' it 
wou'd not have come up to the Truth, nor to 
that juſter Similitude by which Men of great 
Judgment and Piety have choſe to illuſtrate this - 

Matter. And particularly * Dr. Hammond who 


* Tra. of Fund. 
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by the Vitali of Religion underſtands the ex- 
preſs or plain Commands of Gd; and by 
that of the Outward Members deſcribes all things 
relating to the Diſcipline of the Church and 
External Worſhip, founded on General Ru- 
and Examples of Scripture, and the bet Re. 
ſen of Man, aſſiſted by the ordinary Grace of 
God. And what that learned Man obſerves 
with reſpect to particular Chriſtians, holds as 
to the Church the viſible Body of Chriſt, 
which may by theſe be either preſerv'd in a 
juſſ Proportion and Comelineſs of all its Parts; 
or elſe be render'd Monſtrous and Deformed. 
This Similitude of his Lordſhip's is a Strain 
far beyond that even of the Puritans in 
4 Hooler's Time; who then it ſeems went io 
farther, in their Diſtinction of Rites and Cere- 
monies from the Fundamentals of Religion, 
than to liken one to our ordinary Garments, 
and the other to Rings, Bracelet, and Jewels. 
And can we help wondering at this Similitude 
which is calculated to gratify our medern S- 
paratiſts, who he can't but be ſenſible renounce. 
and explode our Rites and Ceremonies; and 
would be better pleas'd if he had found out ſome 
yet more odious Compariſon for them. | 
The Notions rais'd- by this Smilitude, and 
the Application of it are ſo very obvious that 
they cannot fail to ſtrike upon the Mind of 
every one who hears it: Namely, That all 
Rites and Ceremonies in general, and conſequent- 
ly ours in particular, are mean and deſpicable - 
Things; that asa Man is perfect without his 
Cloths, ſo he may be a compleat Chriſtian 


+ Hooker, p. 131. 
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without any of them; That tis no way mates. 
rial to a Man's Eter gal Salyation what Garb) 


of Religion he puts on whether that among 


Separatiſts, or in the Eſtabliſtd Church; for 
tys.only, Care and, Caution is, that he commu- 
nigates among thoſe who have the Parts of Re- 


ligian, ſo he himſelf hath them it is no Mat- 


ter ; That ever one may pleaſe his own Fan- 
cyror Humour, and cut his Sa —_—— to. 


his Cleth,, . :-: 
r Tis, trug his Lordſhip. We terbange 


of all Things he calls Circumſtances to be 
But mark how tis 


made by. Authority. 
uſher'd 1 in, As, by lawful Authority: .they-art or nay 
be. appainted z S'Q: heing ſubject by the So Aut ho- 


7 be CHANGED and ALTERED 


there be 4 jut i Reuſan for it What then? 
the Inference he makes is, Then they are Cir- 


chmſtances and no Parts of Religion. But 
the. plain Igſinuation. is, That they Ought to 
be;chang'd and alter'd ; and that there is a 
juſt Reaſon, for it. 
ſing Men to throw off the -preſent Garb of 


What is this but diſpo- 


the Churches of England and Ireland, and re- 
concile them to 4 more faſhionable One? For- 
(hear what follows) as the Cloth. 4 Man wear 
m be alter d er chang d as the Seaſon of the Tear, 


, Cyſtom of the, Place, on am other Rule to bt ob- 
4 in ſuch Caſes, G oh 


Damage to the 

Man himſelf; So, even fo all 11 
Creamſtances, in his Lord ſhip's comprehenſive 
Senſe of the Word, may be Alter d and Chang d 
without any Dame to what he calls True Re- 
gion it ſelf, of which as 7er he hath ſpecity'd-/ 
| nothing 


hings That are 


p 


, 


Tek; og I 


; ty. 
nothing hut. fel 4, wag the Two Sacra. 


The. off 1172 A Res u Goh — 
Mm Stocking 5 tl Zäte a 


oh may thr6 W off the Common Prayer ang Ir: 
tam as you, Aa eib or et. or Sl, tis all 


human Inye nian. Voß may giye up, the Or⸗ 
ders of pe 40 and” Peace,, O mation, Iuſan 


ae Tr ower //0 y Fe f &c. and hurt 
ion ROM ore May ou wou'd your 4-B9+ 
Veaſtin Sofa Toole it ron, your Shonl 
41 For N 0 theſe the Inmediate Ex: 


mA 1 18 of wel 8 8510 by — — 
ou ma 1 iſcopacy 

4s * 125 ſelf . a Sis Rite he be a —— 

ſon. for it; for JE tho' near is my Shirt, 


yet. nearer is my All Things may be ſan 
crifig'd to tender onſcienges but what is true 
Religion it ſelf. And as for Rites and Cere- 
monies, Artic es, Ge. you may mull them all 
off as yon d6 yout Hat in a Compliment...» 1y:| 

By ſtripping Religion thus Bare, and paring 


off from it 4 700 thing that is not ſo exprellyy. 


plainly, an commanded by God him 
Notably that there is no room 

mos d Nature pn Beſt Reaſon of. 

Mag Amts by Learning, and aſſiſted by 
the Holy Ghoſt, to deduce ar, explain it, and 
ſet it in a ckar: Light: And, by thus rige 
rbuſly and perempterily excluding all Things 
elſe from the Name or Notion of Religion; 
thoꝰ the Deſi 8 may be, by this Means, to ſhew: 
it to greateſt Advantage in its Genuine and 
Native Beauty; yet. the Effect and Conſe- 
quence 
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gence is, That Men reduce it to hothing ; 
is ſhrinks away, aud they do but . ſtarve: 75 
Death. And this brings E Mind a Paſſage 
his Lordſhip miſt ha I Bead if e Was not 
an Eye-witneſs of it; namely, 0 . Qualer 
who, not very long ago, ente the Cathe- 
dral of Cork in the Time. of Divine Service, 
with nothing on his Body but one only Gar- 
ment, which cover'd him all over; and While 
the + Miniſter was preaching in Defence, as 1 
take the Story, of our Ziturg:et Aud Ceremonies, 
the Enthuſiaſt, all at orice threw' off that Cir- 
cumſtance of a Cloak ih the midſt of the . 
grezation ; crying out againft the Frede 
and ſaying that He himſelf camt to Teach thei 
the Naked Truth. Now, as extravagant as this 
ſeems, the Caſe is but. too parallel; and tho! 
it is a Lively, yet it is a Sad and Melancholy Em- 
blem of this Doctrine of Circumſtances, which 
his Lordſhip purſues, not only in his Sermon, 
but on other Occaſions. 

Upon this Principle, eſtabliſh'd by this Di- 
ſtinct ion, and illuſtrated by the Similitude of a 
Man and his Garments, His Lordſhip. & juſti- 
fies our Separation from the Church of Rome, 
and our rejecting their Errors of Praying to 
Saints, Worſhipping Images, &c. becauſe, „ 
ſing they were all Lamful, and that we had 
Objeftion againſt them but this One, namely, 
That They are impos'd as Parts of Religion, this 
alone pond be Ground enough for . us to rejett 
them; i. e. quite frees us from the Guilt of 


— 


. 


— 


4 The dere Dr. Rowland Davies, now Dean of Cork. 
* Pag. 13. 
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Schiſm in bregki from #] and fe 
up à diſtinct * eparate nino 5 


own; fol 
A Part of Reli 390, wt MARE ad 


Expr s, Plain, ndtniable. Co eu 97 Gal 
Him elf 'V e Ind FED Nec 
Salvation. Andy no y. ſee that: 1 
are ſo far fr e s Argument, 
that it renders our WI oe Refer mation. one 
. inexcuſable Sa «TE REDS: 7-7 


. Firſt, Suppoſe the Church of Rome had 
nly impoſed ye us the Obſervation of the, 
Day of the Week; the Form of the antient, 
Sede and particularly that of the A poſtles; 
| Epiſcopacy : the Orders of Prie ; and Deacon ; 
Confirmation ; Infant Baptiſm, as Parts © 
Religion, tho? there are not 0 expreſs Com: 
mands of God himſelf j re for them, 
nor are they ſo abſolutely Necklür to Salva 
tion as the Two Sacraments; could we have 
juſtify'd our Separation from it for that Rea- 
ſon ? For ſurely all theſe and ſuch like are Parts, 
of Religi on, tho” they do not all come within 
his Lordſhip's Notion 15 that ambiguous Word 
Part, or Neceſſary Part, or unchangeable Parts 
commanded by God himſelf, Ce... | 
And pray, my Lord, who is the proper 
Judge which are the Parts of Religion, and 
which not? the Church, or is every private 
Member to judge for, himſelf? Therefore ſup- 
poſe the Church impoſe a thing in its own. 
Nature indifferent; for inſtance, the Uſe of. 
the Surplice in the "Adminiſtration of the Sa- 
craments ; nay, and ſhould require ĩt a, a Du-. 
ty by Conſequence f from Revel. 3. 4- 404 thoſe 
everal 


= ( 54.) 

eereral other 'TE&8, which Thtakvf the Saints 
z6feiring in tlie preſence of God in Whits 
Rayment ; Tho. I. R hopld ſee this not to be ſo 
Comms y inſerꝰd fryn n ture = to be I 

mmand of God, Nee juſtify 

0 y © Separation 08 the Thi n that 

Se And It other: 11 55 ces, of . 51 
ſcemingly in Bene, th! they were in the 
Determination bf the Ch pos'd as not 

together indifferent, but nprerabl to ge- 

eral Rules of Scripture, and Geducealle 595 
thence by 2 Rkiote Conſequence | „yet this 
would be no juſt Ground to rend the Church, 
anck make a Schiſm. 

* Secondly, If the Church of Ree had impo- 
ſd Rites and Ceremonies, againſt which there 
lay no other Objectian, but that they were 
Impos d, f. e. from bein ng no. Parts of Religion, 
ſrould be made Parts of Religion by the Power 
of the Church, and Obedience to them requi- 
red as ſuch ; neither would this be a juſtifiable 
Ciufe of Separation, 

But if, as it is in the Church of Rome, theſe 
indifferent Things are for their Nature or Mul- 
riplicity ſuch as lead to Superſtition, and are 
deſtructive of the True Life and Subſtance. of 
Religion; or that Things plainly contrary to 
the Law of God are Impos'd; Things, as his 
Lordſhip ſpeaks, Falſe and Unlawful and Wicks, 
ed, ſo as that Men caunot continue in Com- 
munion without being guilty of Sin: this, and 
this only I take to be a juſtifiable Ground of 
Separation. And therefore my hearty Requeſt 
to his Lordſhip is, That he would leave the 


Controverſy between us and the Church of 
Rome 


(35) 

Remy! upon tlie ume Faot that all good! and 
learned Men of ou. Church have plac du. 
Namgly,' We. ſeparate. framathe Gburchsef 
Rome, obecauſt it enjbyns Things! Contravy' to 
tbe Lay of God, and Deſttuctizu of true Pid- 
ty and Holineſs; and all our Sectaries ſeparate 
from us without :@olour or Excuſe, — 
our Chureh requires nat hing Contrary to the 
ka of God, or Neftraitivs ae Fiery and 
Holineſs. - sm. et eu 

As this great Principle of his Lorddhip' i 
nolves us all of. the Reformatian unavoid 
inthe gailt of Schiſm; ſo it is afull and 
ple ;Joſtification/of all Who ſeparate from out 
Eſtatiliſn d Church. They wha, diſſent fromſlit, 
fays my Lord, endeavour to turn this very Arxii- 
neut upon us. Ves verily they:do, and he hath 
render'd it unanſwerable; Well, how do they 
turn it ? They; ſometimes: Alge, (mark ow 
ſoftly he touches them) charthey have the ſamt 
Graumd to refuſe kneeling at the Holy Commu- 
nion, &c: Their Argument againſt us upon 
his Lordſhip's: Ground, ſtands thus. 05?) 
Hirſt, The Church impoſes many Things 
as Parts of Religion, which are No Parts. Nat 
only the Inſtances I have already recited, Epi 

copacy, Obſervntion of the firſt Day of the Week, 
Su. but the Three Creeds; the Deſcent into 
Hell; the Cazon of Scripture; Viſibiluy of the 
Church; Lawfulneſs of Requiring Oaths in 
Judicature ; nay, the very Doctrine of the Tri- 
nity ; Eternal Generation of the Son; Perfection 
of the Two Natures in Chrift ; with many 
other particulars in ber Articles and, Homilies ; 
and yet not one of :theſe are Part of Religt- 


I" ON 


l [ : 
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on in his Lordſhip's Senſe of the Word, n6t 
only in this Sermon, but quite thro? his Plain 
and Eaſy Method, whereby 4 Man of, &c. in 
Which among many other Things to this 
Purpoſe, he hath this remarkable ſaying, Par. 4. 
FH Dottrine be in it ſelf never ſo True, yet if God 
hath no way laid any Command upon me to believe 
it, in this Caſe, not to believe is no Sin; for whive 
0 Law (or in «ther Terms, no Command) is, there 
is no Tranſgreſſion, that is to ſay, no Sin, Rom. 14. 
x5. nor conſequently can this my want of Belief be 
any bar or obſtruttion' to my Salvation. Which 
Hying'is in the ſame Paragraph apply'd expre- 
fly: to Doctrinal Truths, and Articles of Faith. 
The. Conſequence is clear and unayoidable 3 
therefore tis not only Lawful, but neceſſary 
to ſeparate from the Church, for This alone; 
ſays my Lord, is fuffcien. 

Will rot the Separ atiſts now turn the Argu- 
ment upon us thus? Doth not a Biſhop of 
your own lay it down for an Eſtabliſn'd Prin- 
ciple, founded upon a Plain and Rational Dis 
ſtinction, and illuſtrated by a remakable Simi- 
litude, That if a Church impoſeth any Thing 
as a Part of Religion, which is not the plain 
Command of God himſelf, manifeſtly Neceſ- 
ſary, perpetual, unchangeable; nay, Abſolutely , 
indiſputably Neceſſary, as appears by his own 
Inſtances, tis a ſufficient Ground of Sepa- 
ration? Therefore & Put a way from you 


th 


— — 


m.. — 


| "* By#he one only ſtroke of that Grand AXIOM [of 

Micking ts the — —. of God] Hooker obſerves, Book 
3 and 4. They, i. e. the Separat iſfi, think to c ufjoff every 
Thing in our Church, for which there is not a plain and 
expreſs Comond in Scripture, * 


. 
all your Articles, Injunctions, Rubricks, Ho- 
milies, & c. and every Doctrine which hath 
not thoſe Conditions, and then we will join 
Communion with you: For what have theſe 
Things to do with Religion; or indeed any Opi- 
nions or Determinations of Fathers or Coun- 
cils? Give us the plain Commands of God 
himſelf, and none but what are ſo plain, that 
the meaneſt Capacity cannot miſtake them. 
Doth not the ſame Biſhop. inſinuate, p. 4. That 
this is the very Practice of the Jewiſh Dottors, 
who gave themſelves a Liberty of advancing divers 
Opinions, and introducing ſeveral Practices under 
the Name of Traditions, that were not warranted 
by the Word of God ? | | 
Again, Secondly, The Eſtabliſh'd Church 
impoſes Rites and Ceremonies, which are 
Things lndifferent and Unneceſſary in themſelves; 
and requires a Neceſſary Obedience to them. Ir 
makes them neceſlary Conditions of Com- 
munion; ſo. that from being N Parts of Re- 
ligion, the Church makes them Parts; and in 
point of Obedience, thus puts them upon the 
ſame Level with the Commands of God, by 
requiring a hike: Religious and Conſcientious 
Obſervance of them: Therefore Separation 
from ſuch a Church is Juſtihable, His Lord- 
ſhip's Anſwer to this, gives us all up, clinches 
this old beaten, Argument of Separatiſts, and 
leaves no room for the leaſt Evation. The In- 
ſufficiency of this Argument, ſays he, will imme- 
diately appear, if it be conſidered that our Church 
never bad the leaſt Thought of impoſing ber Ceremo- 
nies as PARTS of Religion, but only as CI R- 
CUMSTANCES of it. But where doth the 
1 | E Church 


(3538 ) 
Church give the leaſt Countenante to this 
new Notion of coaſining the Parts of Religion 
to the Practical Commands of the Goſpel, 
and the two Sacraments? Are not all her Ar- 
tiles and Homilies, and Liturgy, and Rubricks, 
a full Confutation of it? Or who is he that 
peremptorily aſſerts, That our Church calls 
all her Rites and Ceremonies, and Liturgy, 
by the contemptuous Name of Circumſtances? 
and that ſhe ſhould ſay, "That they are no Parts 


of Religion, even after they are Ordained 1 


and Appointed by Her? when our Holy Church 
never ſpoke ſuch a Word, or ever had ſuch: a 
Thowht 1, but hath declar'd Herſelf fully to 
the quite contrary ; and in thoſe very Quota» 
tions produc*d by his Lordſhip, aſſerting + that 
Every National Church bath Authority, i. e. from 
God, to Ordain Ceremonies or 'Rites of the Church. 
And * that the the keeping or omitting of a Cere- 
mony, in it ſelf conſider'd, i. e. before it is ſo 
Ordained, is but a ſmall Thing; yet the wilfnl 
and conte mptuous Tranſgreſſion of a common Order 
and Diſcipline, is no SM ALL Offence before God, 
Then ſurely it is a GREAT Offence before 
God, i. e. a great Sin. So that a Man is to 
make a ſtrict Conſcrence of them; and what 
a Man isto make a Conſcience of, is a Part. of 
Religion; and for the very Reaſon aſlign'd by 
the Church, becauſe tho? they are Ordained of 
Man, yet "tis for the more immediate Worſhip 
and Service of God, and purſuant to expreſs 
Command and Authority from him. 


— — 


5 


— 


+ Art. 34. * Diſcourſe of Cerem, prefixed to the 
Common Prayer. 


His 


C9) Si. 

His Lordſhip. will ſay that there is this dif- 
ference in the Caſe ſtill, viz. Fhat the Church 

of Rome, upon his Reaſoning, impoſes Things 
indifferent as the Commands ↄf God, and as 

in themſelves Neceſſary to Salvation; but our 
Church impoſes them as Things in their 
own Nature Jadifferent, Ves, and a material 
Difference it is; but entirely loſt and con- 
founded in thoſe two ambiguons Words, Parts, 
and /Cireuwnftances. Whereas if, his Lordfhip; 
bad diſtinguiſhed plainly as he ſhou'd have 
done, and ſaid, That Rites and Ceremonies, 
before they are ordain'd by the Church, are 
no Parts of Religion, and call'd them by what 
vilifying Name he pleas d; but that Aſter they 
are ordain'd for the Worſhip of God, and by 
his. Authority, that they then became Parts; 
of Religion, as requiring a Religious and Can- 
ſcieatious Obſervance. of them, then all would 
have been clear and right. But by ſtigmatiz- 
ing them both Before and Aſter indiffexently 
with the Title of Circumſtances ; and exclud- 
ing them ſo peremptorily without this Di- 
tinction, from any Share in the Name or 
Motion of Religion, he hath furniſh'd all Dij- 
ſenters with a Topick fertile of Objections 
againſt our whole Conſtitution. f xk 
If all Rites, and Ceremonies ,- and Litur- 
gies are equally Circumſtances, both Before and 
Aſter they are ſo ordain'd; and equally 20 
Parts of Religion, and no way neceſſary to Sal- 
vation, which is his Lordſhip's own Expreſſion; 
then ſay the Sectaries, who each of Them 
think they have all the Parts of Religioh, We 
are as truly Members of the Catholic Church as 
E 2 thoſe 


| Cay _ 
thoſe of the Eſtabliſh'd Religion, for we differ 
only in Greumſtances; while we retain all the 
Parts of Religion, we may chuſe our Circum- 
ſtances where we like them beſt. Nay, if we 
go from one Communion to another, we do 
not change our Religion; and ' Occaſional 
Communion is only throwing off the Garb of 
Religion for an hour or two; and what harm 
is: there in a change of Garment, only to go 
to Court with, and get a Place there? And, 
why will the Church or Church men lay fo great 
a Streſs upon fuch Trifles as are no way Neceſ- 
fary to Salvation, and make*no Alteration in 
Religion? Why are Things no way Neceſſary to 
Salvation, made neceſſary Conditions of Com- 
munion? And why are People excluded and 
cut off from the Body of the Church, declar'd 
Schkiſmaticks, and determin'd Excommunica- 
ted for Circumſtances, i. e. for Trifles, i. e. for 
Nothing? ' - | 
Is it not an avow'd Principle of one of your 
own Biſhops, explain'd and purſu'd thro' a 
whole Sermon, publiſh'd in England and Ireland, 
That what is not a Fundamental Part of Reli- 
gion, is no Part at a]; And therefore if a 
Church impoſeth any Thing as a Part of Re- 
ligion, tho” ſhe declares it not to be a fun- 
damental, Neceſſary, and immutable Part, yet 
Tis a juſt ground of Separation ? Nay, and if 
the Church ſhould declare her Liturgy, Rites 
and Ceremonies not to be impos'd as Eſſential 
Parts of Religion, (which ſhe hath done) and 
that they are no Parts of Religion or Religi- 
ous Worſhip in any Senſe even Aſier they are 
ordain'd, (which ſhe no where hath, and I 
*_ am 


(61) 
am per ſwaded never will) yet if Conſdiences 
are tender enough to fancy they become 
Parts of Religion, by being: Conſtitnted aud 
Ordained, which. is their laſt. Reſult when all 
other Arguments fail them; they: are guiky(of 
Sin if they communicate ; they muſt, upan 
this Principle, and opght to continue ſeparate. 
- And why then ſhould not all, who have am/ 
Moderation or Temper towards Diſſenterꝭ left, 
promote ſuch a; Conſtitution: and Eſtabliſh- 
ment as may make nothing a neceſſary Condi- 
tion of Communion but what is a Part of Re- 
ligion in his Lardſhip's ſtrict Senſe of the Word, 
and make the Pale of the Church wide enough 
to comprehend all ſorts of Circumſtances ? 
For 'tis no more neceſſary for Members of 
the ſame National Church to agree in theſe, 
than 'tis for all Men to wear the ſame 
Cloaths. ine 20 52 1 
And now obſerve how his Lor4ſhip.evades 
theſe and the many more abſurd and ground- 
leſs Conſequences. directly flowing from his 
grand Principle, and unanſwerable upon it; 
only by ſaying, It will not in the least follow, 
but that lawful. Authority MAY, IN MANY 
CASES, (mark the Expreſſion) preſcribe and 
determine the Modes and Circumſtances of Religi- 
on; And that we MAY be obliged to yield Ole 
; dience, and be conformrble to ſuch Determination. 
Why then in many other Caſes lawful Autharity 
may not preſcribe z and we zuay nat be ablig'd 
to a Conformity. And particularly on his 
Lordſhip's Principle, where a Church doth 
not call all her Liturgy, Rites and Ceremanies 
by the Odious Name of Circumſtanses; and doth 
1 E 3 got 


(162) 
not declare all Points of Dof#rine, beſides the 
Practical Precepts of the Goſpel, and the Two 
Sacraments; and all her Liturgy and Cere- 
monies, even after they are. Appointed and 
Ordain'd, to he no Parts of Religion in any 
ane of the Word. 
My good Lord, If all theſe Things are ſueh 

meer Circumſtances, 6, e. Trifiesas you explain 
it, is not this a ſubſtantial Reaſon why you 

-ſh6uld not change them for thoſe who break the 
Peace of the Church, and ſet up ſeparate Com- 
munions for ſuch Circumſtances ? Will not 
they ever have the ſame Objection againſt all 
other Circumſtances ? Who wilt have no Cir- 
cumſt ances but of their own chuſing; and whoſe 
fixed Principle it'is, that 4 Churches preſcrib- 
ing of thoſe Circumſtances is a fuſficient Grouud 
for breaking the Unity of the Church, the 
Peace of the State, and all Chriſtian Charity 
and Communibn? 


IV. The laſt of his Lordſhip? 9 lnfereaces s, 
"That all Queſtions. and. Diſputes concerning ſuth 
Things as are NO WAY NECESSARY 
TO SALVATION, ought, as much as is poſ- 
by ble, to be avoided, ; hol excluded from . e 


This Propoſition runs ſmoothly, and upon 

a tranſient View, looks with an Air of Truth 
— Innocence; but upon ſecond Thoughts, 
when yon find that by ſuch Things as are No 
may neceſſary are meant, as well Rites and Cere- 
gnonies, as all Things elſe. in Religion for 
which there is not an indiſputable Command 
of God Himſelf: When 'tis plain, I ſay that 
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Theſe alone, and Only theſe, - and Nothing elſe 
whatſoever but Theſe can be meant; as appears 
from the whole Scope of the Sermon, and 
from his Lordſhip's own Explanation of it, 
under this very Head, p. 16; where the oppoſes 
theſe. TRIFLES, as he calls them, to true 
Faith, Piery, Charity, and other Things that are 
of ABSOLUTE MFecſuy; then no- 
thing can be more groundleſs in it ſelf, or 
more injurious to Religion, and the Souls of 
For it is not True that Rites and Ceremo- 
nies, Oc. ate no way neceſſary; nor is it 1 
that all Queſtions and Debates about them 
ſhould be excluded from Religien. And by 
the Way; | deſire my Reader hob to overclock 
the grand Soleciſm couched in this Fropoſition; 
His Lordſhip would have no Qugftians or Diſ⸗ 
pres but about Things ſo abſolutely neceſſary 
te Salvation, that; there can be no, Diſpute at 
all about them. And in the very following 
Lines, be wou'd have no Religious Controverſies ; 
_ what ? Why, about what is no Religian 
CARE dt 20 | 8-1/6 x 

I muſt take the Liberty of ſaying what will 
appear a ſtrange Thing to his Lordſhip, tho' 
directly contrary to this Propoſition, and to 
the Whole Drift and Tendency of this Ser- 
mon; as well as to his conſtant Application 


of that Text, Where there is nd Laws thera 1s uo 


Tranſgreſſion ; namely, That all Queſtions and 


* . Diſpures in Religion are moſt-praper about 
Kites and Ceremonies, and ſuch Points ot 


Faith and Practice as are nat expreſſy, and 


fully, and clearly determined in the Com- 


E 4 mands 
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mands of God himſelf: and therefore left to 
the Deciſion of the beſt Reaſon of Man from 
general Rules of Scripture, aſſiſted by the or- 
dinary Grace of God. And for this very 
Reaſon it-is that our Holy Church (which 
God preſerve) in her 20th Article aſſerts, 
That ſhe Hath not only Power to DE CRE E. 
Rites and Ceremonies ;, but that ſhe Hub Authors- 
ty alſo in CONTROVERSIES OF FAITH, 
without any other Limitation than that of her 
Decreeing nothing contrary to God's written 
Word. Not Authority to wake Articles of 
Faith, I hope, as the Church of Rome doth; 
from whom we have ſeparated for that Rea- 
Ton, and not for his Lord ſhip's, which juſtifies 
our Sectaries ſeparating from us; but in all 
Points, which admit of Queſtion or Doubt, to 
decide which is right, or which is wrong; and 
what ſhe ſo decides is a Part of Religion: and 
well worth diſputing about. And her Rites 
and Ceremonies once Decreed and Ordain'd 
for the publick Service of God, being from 
that Time, -Parts of her. Religious Worſhip, 
agreeable to general Rules and Examples of 
Scripture,'and Primitive Doctrine and Practice, 
are well worth the Number and Bulk ef ſuch 
Books as have been wrote in Defence of them; 
all which his Lordſhip explodes not without 
great Contempt by this one very dubious, not 
to ſay captious Queſtion, * Is this neceſſary to 
Salvation? Aud is this neceſſary to Salvation ? x 
Had all thoſe Holy and Vertuous Men, who 
haye Jabour'd in Defence of theſe Trifles in his 
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Lordſhip's Language, with ſo much Zeal and 
Learning, been endu'd with the like exceſs of 
Moderation, and obliging Temper with his 
Lordſhip towards thoſe who are without, and 
have been as induſtrious in railing at, and diſ- 
puting againſt them; this goodly Fabrick of our 
'Bſtabliſh'd-Church had been how a heap of 
Ruin and Deſolation. | 
But why-muſt there be no Queſtions or Di- 
ſputes about Rites and Cetemonies, Church- 
Articles, & becauſe St. Pau ſays, Tit. 3. 8, 9. 
Be careful to maintain good Works, for theſe Things 
art good and profitable umto Men; therefore Ce- 
remonies, t. are wryprofitable.” Again, we muſt 
avoid fooliſh" Quiſtions and Genealogres, and Con- 
tentions, ani \Strwvings about the Law: Therefore 
ſince Genealogles are unprofitable and vain, all 
-Queſtiogs.*about Rites and Ceremonies, &c. 
are ſo. Hear my Lord again yet farther. 
Fooliſh and\"unlearned Queſtions' avoid, knowing 
that they do gender Strife; therefore all Queſtions 
about Ceremonies, or Points of Faith and Practice, 
not determin'd beyond Queſtion in the plain 
Commands of God himſelf,” abſolutely neceſſary, 
perpetual, immutable, &c. are fooliſh and untearn- 
ed, Take Dr. + Beveridge's Anſwer, who in 
direct Oppoſition to all this affirms, That there 
is nothing in our Liturgy but what is neceſſary far 
our Edification; no ſuch Fables or endleſs Genealo- 
gies; — Zone of theſe vain Diſputations and im- 
pertinent Controverſies, which" hade of late been 
rais'd in the Church, to its great Diſturbance ra- 
than its Edification, 


bo * — — 


Now 


I Sermon on the Common- Prayer. 
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Now if ſuch plain Proofs of Scripture doth 
not convince: you, ; hear the Heathen Fable of 
Atalanta, made: Chriſtian by the Moral of it, 
p. 16. She was a Vitgin as yet pure, and no way 
debauch'd: and; corrupted, either with Kites or 
Ceremonies, or Controverſies of Faith or Practice, 
church- Articles, Deciſions of Conncits, Opinions 
of Doctors, and Fathers or Caſwfts, &c. which 
made her ſo light of Foot that ſhe outran all 
Mankind in the: Race that was before her. A 

ſubtil Courtier , obſerving, that while ſhe: In- 
cumber'd her ſelf with nothing but the plain 
Commands of God himſelf, things abſalutely neceſ- 
ſary, perpetual, unc hangeable, &c. no Body was 
eyer like to outrun her; that he might get the 
better of her, throws in her Way thoſe afore- 
ſaid unneceſſary Circumſtantial Trifles in the 
ape of GAY GOLDEN Apples. Uahap- 
Py ſhe, thinking all was Gold that gliſter'd, 


egainſt the Common Prayer, ever ſince it was firfl made. 
Far tbe more edifying it ij to God's People, the more de- 
ſtrudtius it muſt needs be of the Devil's Kingdom, Aud 
therefore it is no wonder that he hath all along employ d 
the utmoſt of his Power and Policy to blaſt its Reputa- 
#ron, and ſo to diſcourage and diſſwade Men from the 
Uſe of it. And by the Permiſſion 1 God, for the Pu- 
niſpment of this ungrateful Nation, he bath ſo far pre- 
vail'd in ha Deſign, that the Liturgy bath been twice 
caſt gut of the Church, fence it wat firs brought into it; 
once in the Reign of Queen Mary, and then again in the 
Days of King Charles the Firſt. (Serm. on the Com. 
Prayer.) a 
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in the Diſguiſe of theſe careumſtances; who in 
our Cres Cour ſe raiſes oier vain Curioſtty, by 
ſtarting 4 Number of ſubtil, tho uſeleſs Queſtions 
about chat tawdry Dreſs only, and Faſhion of 
Religion: And whilſt our Minds are too much 
a buſicd about theſe Trifles, we neglect Tru Faith, 
Prety, Charity, and other Things that” are of abſe- 
Inte Neceſſuty. 

It was witk a Gay, goodly looking Apple 
that the old Serpent tempted Adam and Eve; 
'and this ſort of Reaſoning would almoſt incline 
an Ignorant and literate Perſon to look upon 
it as ſome Rite or Cremory, which our firſt Pa- 
rents fatally miſtook for Religion. He would 
think his Lordſhip! was warning him of the 
ſame Bait laid for all their Poſterity, and there- 
fore nothing in this World could ſcar and 

frighten him like a Greumſtance. 

his Notion of a ſtark naked- Religion, 
1 hath ſo filled his Lordſhip's Imaginati- 
on, that be purſues if warmly in every thing 
he publiſneth, might do well enough in Theory 
only, and is ſutable indeed to a State of per- 
fect Innocence; but is nd way adapted to the 
preſent. great pPegeneracy of Human Nature. 
God himſelf, who immediately upon the fall 
of our Firſt Parents, provided them with a 
Covering; bath thereby furniſh'd us wirh a 
lively Enublem of this Garb of Religion, which 
-confiſts in Rites and Ceremonies, &c. Tis a 
plain Indication, how abſolutely neceſſary 


they are to our now miſerable Condition of 


1 vrrupsion and Infirmity; 5 not only to defend Re- 
ligion from all External Injuries, from Hero 
and Schiſur' but to Cheriſh and Adorn It, and 

to 


* 
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to preſerve in it even Life and Warmth. ' And 
he who goes about to raiſe in Men a contemp- 
tible Notion of Them, by arguing that they are 
no more to Religion than a few Fig-Leaves are 
to the Body, falls in exactly with the great 
Principle of the Adamites, who, thro? à vain 
Afſectation of Perfection, and ridiculous Mi- 
mickry of our firſt and pureſt State, would have 
Mankind throw off all their Clothing, and; ex- 
poſe their Shame. re 1. coef 
Since, I hope by this Time, it appears that 
Liturgies, Rites and Ceremonies, Articles, &c. 
and particularly thoſe of our Church, are ſo 
far from being Letts and Hinderances in our 
Chriſt ian Courſe, that on the quite contrary 
they are neceſſary Helps; and tend to excite 
our ſpeed, and further us in our Way to Hea- 
ven. Since it is by theſe that Religion exerts 
it ſelf with Life and Vigour; and that there 
could not be eyen a Viſibility or Face of it 
in the World without them; ſince it is by 
theſe, that all the wild and fantaſtical Opini- 
ons of Hereticks, Schiſmaticks, and all ſorts of 
Enthuſiaſts are excluded from Religion; and 
that by them all Vertue and Goodneſs is pro- 
moted, and that true Devotion and Piety are 
quicken'd and exalted; and in ſhort that there 
can be no Order, or Decency, or Edification 
among Chriſtians without them: For theſe 
Reaſons, and many more, I think it will be 
but a very reaſonable Conceſſion in the moſt 
prejudic'd Perſons to grant, That theſe things 
are to Religion, at leaſt as HAIR is to the 
Body; and upon that Condition I ſhall tell them 
this true Story luſtead of a Fable s 
| | There 


„ = 

There was once a certain Perſon; of whom 
we have this true and wonderful Account; that 
tho? he had all the Parts and juſt Proportion 
of a Man, yet his Great and even Miraculous 
Strength (which was the actual Support of 
God's Church and People in thoſe Days) lay 
all in his HAIR. This Man, and the true” 
Religion, were ſafe from aft but a Boſom Ene- 
my, one Delilah, a Fawning, Mercenary, Trea-' 
cherous Curtexan; who by ſmmooth and fair 
Speeches, and under colour of great Affecti- 
on and Tenderneſs, but in truth dazel'd with 
the Luſtre of Gay Golden Apples thrown in 
her Way, begui'd and delnded Him a Fir#?, 
Second and Third Time; at laſt lull'd him aſleep 
iu her Lap; then inſenſibly ſhay'd off all his 
Hair, for it was but a Circumſtance; and ſure- 
ly no one could call that a cutting of his 
Throat. Which point was no ſooner gain'd, 
but the Philiſtines were upon him; he all at 
once became Helpleſs and Feeble; and the 
inveterate, ſworn Enemies of the true Reli- 
gion bound him Hand and Foot, carry'd 
him away Captive, put out his Eyes, and 
treated him<with all the Contempt and Barbari- 
y that deliberate Malice and» irrcconcilable 
Hatred could ſuggeſt; by which Means God's 
Church and People were, for a Courſe of 
many Years, ſore afflicted. Inſomuch that the 
Confuſion and Diſtraction of the Times which 
therenpon enfu'd, are handed down to us un- 
der this Character, That thoſe Days there 
was no King in Iſrael, but every Man did that 
which was right in his own Fyes. And, "I 


(79 )) 
' have'it fully in- the Story of . Aicha, every 
ane! had the chuſing of his own Circumſtances for 
Religion. | 

This Doleful T r4gedy was acted, not many. 
Years ago, with no ſmall improvement of 
the Deſign; and ſet off with very dark and { 
gloomy Scenes : As fully appears thro”. the, 
Lord Clarendan's Hiſtory, where you. will find 
the Contempt of our Liturgy, Rites and {or 
remonies, Cc. and of ſuch of the Clergy a 

pear'd in Defence of them, the chief Caſe | 
of the Riſe and Progreſs of the great Rebel-. 
lion. From thence we learn, that it was the 
many» Telding, Contleſcending, Betraying Pro- 
logues, daily publiſh'd by the Gentle, Comply- 
ing, Moderate Authors of thoſe Times, which 
Amus'd and Beguil'd many of the Members, 
even of the True Church; and Reconciled 
Them gradually to Changes and Alterations pf 
Things in the Worſhip-of God; which could: 
not be changed but is the Worle: By which 
Means Men were luſenſibly led on without 
Suſpicion , from one Scene to another, till 
the opening of the Plot; which ended in Ra- 
ptae and Murder , Sacrilege and Regicide; 
ia the confounding of all Things Sacred and 
Civil: laſomuch that Abominable, Hard-hearted, 
and Phariſaical Hypocriſy took full Poſſeſſion of 
the Pulpit, and the Throne. 

Having now done with my Obſervations 
upon the Sermon, I ſhall beg leave to offer 
ſome few Things to his Lordſhip's moſt Seri- 
ons Conſideration, malorching him LO obſerve his 
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own Rule * Not ta ſhut his Ears againſt any Thing) 
dbat is offered by. another, whaſoe ver he is, nor in 
the leaſt to endeavour to aſſent or diſſent from any 
Thing, becauſe tlis or that Man hath ſaid it, but 
as after Impartial Gonfideration there appears to be 


\ # 8 juſt Reaſon to conclude is to he either True or 


Falſe. Th” IRIQI) 4 * 
1. And firſt, L would mind his. Lord ſhip of 
that Unfeigned Aſſent and Conſent, which he 
hath ſolemnly Declared to, ALL and E VRR 


of thoſe Things, which in this Sermon he 


plainly and expreſſy Renounces from being any 
Part of the Religion of our National Church; 
and to which he will not allow that Tile and 
Oaracter he then gave them in the more imme- 
diate Preſence of God, and of the Congrega- 
tion; but inſtead thereof, ſubſtitutes thoſe 
blaſting Denominations of Trifles and Circum- 


ſtances ;, and repreſents them by no more favour- 


able Similitudes than that of CLOAATH S3 
which tho' People are apt to be proud of, 
are at beſt but gaudy Shreds, which may be 
or on, when you pleaſe; and which we may 
change as a Man would a Gown for a Cloak; and 
by that of Gay Gilded Pills of Poyſon, which 
the Devil hath prepared for Men to ſwallow; 
And this in ſuch direct oppoſition to the Senſe 
and Judgment of our Legiſlature, that the fails 
ing in the Performance of this Aſent, is Depri- 
vation, ipſo facto. TE 1 

2. | would lay beſore him that Queſtion which 
was put to him upon a more ſacred and ſolemn 
Occaſion, at the Time of his Ordination to the 
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* Plain and Eaſy Method, &c. par. 33. 
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Office of Prieſthood. Mill you then pave your 
FAaiTHFUL D1iliGENCE always: ſows 
Miniſter the Doctrine and Sacraments, and the 
Diſcipline of Chriſt, as the Law-bath Commanded, 
and as THIS CHURCH AND REALW , 
HATH RECEBIVED THE SAME 46 
cording to the Commandments of Cod; ſo that you 
may teach the People committed to your Care and 
Charge, with all Diligence to K eBv and O- 
SERVE the ſame? Upon which, I ſhall only 
leave it to his Lordſhip to judge Impartially, 
whether that Sermon, with many other Things 
in his Plain and Eaſy' Method, whereby a Man may 
have full Satisfaction in A L 1 Things that concern 
his everlaſting Salvation, be a faithful and dili- 
gent Diſcharge of that Promiſe, made to the 
Holy Ghoſt, of teaching People to keep and 
obſerve the Doctyine, and Sacraments, and Diſci- 
pline of Chriſt As THIS CHURCH AND 
RERALM HATH Received Tur Sams? 
Or whether it doth not, from Beginning to 
Ending, tend to a quite contrary End and Par- 
poſe ? ? 
3. Thirdly, J would recommend it as no in- 
conſiderable Head of Self-Examination upon 
this Occaſion, Whether his Lordſhip was not 
made a Member of Chriſt's viſible Body, the 
Catholick Church, by being Baptiz'd and Re- 
reiv'd into this National Church of Ireland; 
which is a pure and untainted Part of it? 1s 
not ſhe his Mother, from whom he ſuck'd the 
Faith of Chriſt, and Pure Milk of the Word, 
without Mixture of Idolatry or Superſtition ; 
and free from all Taint and Corruption of He- 
reacal, Opinions, Schiſmatical Practices, and 
ä wild 


C73) 
wild Enthuſiaſtick Ndtions? Was it not in her 
Boſom he was Nouriſu d, and brought up to 
be not only a true Amber of Chriſt, but ade 
mitted firſt a Deacon, after that a Priaſt; 
now. made Partaker of that invaluable Dignity 
of being a Succeſſor of the Apoſtles? And all 
this as he himſelf hath acknoledg'd in another 
Anſwer, Acrurding to the Will of our Lord Jeſus 
Cri; And the ORDER Or THIS CH URC 
Or II BLAND? The Return which his Lord- 
ſhip is bound under all the moſt ſacred Ties of 
Conſcience and Gratitude to make is, That of 
unfeigned daily Thankſgiving to God for ſuch 
a ſignal Providence, in calling him to be thus 
a Member of the Pureſt and moſt Primitive 
Church upon Earth; together with his utmoſt 
Diligence and Endeavour for the Security and 
Eſtabliſhment of it; and for tranſmitting. all 
theſe bleſſed Advantages unimpair'd to Po- 
rie wil nd i e . ban n 
But how is this Sermon a: Diſcharge and 
Performance of that Duty? which promotes 
— Diſtinctions and Similitudes, and en- 
argeth upon them, as tend to unravel our 
whole Conſtitution; to beat down all its ſtrong 
Holds, and lay all its Incloſures level with 
the Ground. Such as inſinuate into the Mind 
of every incautious and illiterate Reader, that 
the whole Profeſſion of the Churches of En- 
gland and Ireland is but a Circumſtantial 
Religion; its Ordinances all Circumſtantial- 
ly celebrated; nay, that he himſelf is but a 
Circumſtantial Biſhop ; that he Prays in pub- 
lick, and Bleſſeth, and Conſecrates, and Receives 
the Euchariſt Circumſtantially; and that it 
941. | RS is 
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great'-Impe to Eter- 
A be dec or Denoini. 
d nem alt this is 


4. [heartily wiſh nl Lordſhip may ſeriouL 
ly Reflect, how, Oppoſite and Contradi&o 
— hath acted in this Sermon, as well as * elſc 
where, to thoſe Holy and Learntd patrioth 
of our Church, who have, with great Zeal and 
Strength of Argument, defended that excel? 
lently Conftitutad: Form of - Deftrine, and 25 
tire ſettled Order of Diſcipline and W 
which He hath given up 55 at = "bk 
blacken'd all their Labours of that kind under 
the Character of ꝶ Volumes of Religious Contro- 
verſies, publiſh'd to the DISTURBANCE and 
DisTRACTION of the World. 

That excellent Liturgy, which as Dr. Ham. 
mond obſerves, was firſt. written. in Blood, and 
own to us by the Mart dom 


of moſt of the Compilers of it; contriv'd with ſuch 
excellent Wiſdom and Forelight, That in all 


the Reproaches vented by its Enemies, ever- ſince, 
nothing but A1R and VapOUR, ſays he, hath 
been vomited out againſt it; the reſule onl of I 6- 
NORANCE and MALI. And which the 
Great || Beveridge ſhews to have been a mighty 
Fence, not only againſt Popiſh Doctrine and 
Super tition, but againſt all Schiſmatical Errors 
and Enthuſiaſtical Principles; and hath been 
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ts 9 h 43, 
his Lordſhip's Plain = Eaſy Method, &c. 


+ Pag. 15. © Pref. to the View of the New Direct. 
|| Sermon on the Common Prayer, 


44, and many other Places thro? 


the 
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eand of keeping u 
and Face of True Religion us; as Wits. 
nef@tbat: laundation 2 8 Fanatici city wad Con- 
fuſſau «hich» over · ſpread theſe Nations, upon 
| the diſuſe and intermiſſton of it. tb 852 Le" 
- r fays be; war" once: 'renleved! (Which! G 
3 woa ſoon Accom- 
W A ed 8 upon u, one w. or other. 
— ce oy chit” Sermon he hath this 
. — if euer there m 4 Forth of 
bende Hardt AF by Men 
| Tomek, eur Common Prayer may juſtly drſerve that 
Tele- And again; Ay hes kind of Spirit the Com- 
man Prayer war then (Reign of King charles the 
Fidft)-caft out, you! all Ku, /; and ſome of yon 
ford by woful Experiences All'I'ſhall ſay of it it 
duly: tins, That the ſame Spirit whith then ſtir d up 
Pop — ainſt the Commion Prayer, 
an at the ſame Time to R®2£1" againſt 
25 \away Mens B STATES and 
Contrary"to- all Lam and Juſtice; and 
to:Murther one of the moſft-pious Frinres that 
even Liv d. And whether | that wur ther of 
Chriſt;-or: Antichriſt, God or the Devil, pulge you. 
In ſhort, that excellent Conſtitutin, which 
Foreig n Churches have Applauded and wiſt'd_ 
for; and which the moſt Judicious and Pious 
Divines of our own Church, all but ſuch as 
ate Infected with 4 prepoſterous Notion of 
Moderation, have attributed to a more imme 
date Direction and Influence of the Holy Spi- 
rit of God. And particulatly the ſame learn- 
ed Man, who ſpeaking. of the Prudence, as 
well as. Piety of our firſt Reformers and Com- 
ug of our Liturgy, it follows, Which 1 can- 
F 2 not 


the keene 


ſmee the | Apoſtles 
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not but aſcribe ia the 

Ap_ from God; whereby they mere aſterwarkls: 
enabled | toi. ſuffer | Perſecution,” 'nay,\'Matryrilont i! 
it ſelf == to confirm what they have Home" 
with their own. Blood. I ſhall:add:here that Sa- 
ing of Biſhop. * Sanderſon's, Who, Diſcour 


of that Chriſtian: Liberty of appointing Rites 


and Ceremonies, &c. and of requiring a RU 
ligious Obſervance of them; and of ſurch as 
unworthily betray it away, ſays, Beſides ti ſe, that 


do it thus by open Aſſault, I would there mixe mt 
others alſo, that did by ſecret Vndermining o go about 


to deprive us of that Liberty, which we have in 
Chriſt Feſus, euen then when they moſt: pretend the 
Maintenance of it. And in the ſame Diſcourſe 


he aſſerts, It is our Duty, for the better ſecuring 


our ſelves, as well againſt thoſe open Impugnerty "© 
as againſt theſe ſecret Underminers, to look herd- 
fully to our Trenches and Fortifications, and to fland 


faſt in that Liberty where with Chriſt hath made 


us free; left by ſome Device or other we br 


lifted out of it; — leſt we be enſnared by our 
own Default, e er we are aware — for. we 
ſometimes betray away our own Liberty, when we 
might Maintain it. Lo 
If the Opinions of ſingle Men be not of ſuf- 
ficieat Weight, take the Reſult; of King James 
the Firſt, and his Council, after the Confe- 
rence at Hampton-Court | It Appears to us, and 
our Council, that there was no Cauſe why any Change 


ſhould have been at all in that which was Impugned 


— 


„ * 


* Sermon on 1 Pet. 2. 15. 
+ Proclamation of K. James 1ſt, for Author, Cc. 


the 


ſame extr aur dinary Ae 


% 


dame 


on... 55 


av Rook "of Comiintd n- Prayer 2 Neither in the 
- Doitvine dew: es to be Sineert ; Nor in the 


„n and Rites, which were Jap ed b. of the 
Prattice of the Primitive Church. And this in the 
"Prodamation is ſaid to have been the 
-Benſelöf all the Biſhops preſent. 
07 An anéthet Proglamation enforcing the "Y 
mer) tis faid, That, After ſo much Impugning, 
ben appr ab 10 C1 why the Form of the Ser- 
"ON Gou, wherein they have been Nouriſhed ſo 
Tears, one be Changed. And therefore 
4d viſerty his Subjects, Not to liſten to the trou- 
eſome. *Sprrits 0 ſome Perſons who never receive 
- Contentment, EA in Civil or EC CI E-· 
Ss £ & 1 Matters, but in their own Fan- 
taſies. Eſpecially, certain Minifters, who under pre- 
- raed" Zeal of Reformation, are the chief Authors of 
Diviſions and Seſts among the Peop 8 
I fhall' add here the Oplnigh- of iP the Bi- 
mops Appointed for the Savoy Conference. 
 * We judge, that if the Liturgy'ſhoul, be altered, 
' 48 is required, not only 4 Adra, ut the gene- 
ralit) of the Sobereſt and mo#t Lby al Children of 
the Church of England would be 15 OHended; 
ſinte ſuch an Alteration would be a virtual Gonceſ 
fron, that this Liturgy were an intolerable Burden to 
tender Conſciences, a direct Cauſe of Schiſm; and 


4 ſuperſtitions Uſage, (upon whith Pretence it is 
here deſired to be ee. Which would at. once 


both juſtify all thoſe who have ſo 15 Sepa- 


rated from-it, as the only Pious Tender Conſciene'd 


- Men ;, nd 1 a Free who have A; 7d to 


— 813 1 am th TY, " 4 
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That, in Conſci heir D Loyalty, 
thes eir AE + r= of ry nes — 
tunes, 4 ee Schiſmegical, ae 


of Reli 
— _ 15 Ale gaby, or, the cembortpf 
his Lordſhip's Soul, in running directly poun- 
d as much as in him lies to 
undo all that they have done? To fall lan 


the Sentiments and ſttongeſt N of 
the ſworn inveterate Enemies 


our Conſti- 


* 


rution, who have been as indyſtrious in ca- 


lumniating and reviling it; and to clinch the 
only Argument which they have all along in- 
ſiſted upon for à Colour of their inexcuſable 
Separation? His Lordſhip's not being Sande 
and Clear, and Open in all that his Serman 
drives at; and his pur ſuing the Deſigns of. it 
more Covertly, and U Inſinuation: only, is ſo 
55 from being any Excuſe, that tis à high 
lggravation 0 
baue tis from thence plain, that he 
ſues ſuch Ends as he is aſbam d or af aid to on 
more plainly ; but becauſe the more Obſcure 
and Dark a Man's Inſinuations are, the barder 


it is to lay them open; to expoſe them in a 


clear Light ; and conſequently more difficult 
to Ward againſt all that Miſchief they are 
calculated to Effect; and to prevent the ma- 
li Ugngat laRpences of them upon the Conſciences 
en 

Had his Lordſhip ſpoke out all. at once, 
what this Sexmon $0rs about ſoftly Whiſper- 
ing In the Ears of all People, namely, That 
our Conſtitution might be Altered much for 
the better; That the Galican, or any other 
Litur- 


his Performance : Not. ally A 
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(-79,) 
-Lithrgy, is more agreeable. tu Primitive Puricyiand 
Pratt ice than o own; That the Church, and 
Churchmen lay too great auStreſs upon Rites 
und Ceremonies, Liturgy, Articles Gr., that 
they inſiſt too rigoroully upon them that 
they ought to part with many of theſe Cir- 
-cumſtancts: in condeſcentibn $0; tender Co- 
ſciences; and that it were a bleſſed Thing 30 
mix the Cimmon- Prayer and Directory in ox er 
to a Comprehenſion, &. this Would ha ve ſhock,d 
and ſtartled: all that heard, or read him: And 
vet there is, iu truth and reality, no mot dif- 

- ference theſe Two, thay there s be- 
teen ſaying the ſame Thing over in a Land, 
or a Lom Voice Iis Incting. the Enemies 9f 
-the Church in at 2 Back Doo; which in poigt 
of Conſcience. is the ſame with — pre- 
paring a Breach, or lay ing the ares wide 0; 
for the firſt is a ſufficieat..ludication, that 5h 
liter is to be done, whenever it may ber- 
form'd with Credit and Safety. 

5. I would obſerve that this Sermon, and all 
bis Loruſhip's Opinions, which ſeem deſign;d 
— the way for a Comprehenſion, prp- 
. this wrong Suppoſition, That our 
. have all the — per Religion, and 
differ from us only in — — 2 
as ſome of them hold Doctrines, not only He- 
retical, but ſuch as are deſtructive of 

vity it ſelf; and the Viſchiliry of the Chti jan 
Church. And even the Fresyteriani, hoe 
by theſe Diſtindions and Similitudes infidua- 
ted ro have all the Parts of Religion, have ma- 
ny Tenets directly 0 to plain 9 
hey 


(980 5 
yd not retaim among them ſo much às 
bOnel ofthe Three Holy Orders of Biſhop, Preſ- 
Hes or Eldix, and Deacon, mention'd in 
A Teſtament. The firſt they reject as Auti- 
Hin; the ſecond they have ſucrilegiouſiy ta- 
"keh away from the Clergy, and Canter d it up- 
en the Laty; nor have they any Order among 
othem of the third - Denomination! They ate 
dewynctight Fatäliſts, holding u4ſolare-Decrees 
„of Election and Reprobation; upon which 
they ſtick not to Call- themſelvet the Elt;; 
- {nd purſunnt to this, they explain all St. Paul's 
Difeourſe, thr” the yth C of the Ro- 
mum, in the perſon bf a Regeniſ h Man, T 
take upon them the Aminiſtratias of the Wo 
anch Sacraments;,oWwith the Exerciſe of a 'Spii- 
Nuri ſclict ion v hout any Commiſſion from 
Gd, either in tht ordinary way of Succeſſian, 
ef dy a Aral Miſſion. i They hold the 
Söntinuance efthe Extraardinury Effuſiam of the. 
Spirit for extampote Prayer and Preaching; 

which. fond Opinion hath malle them Re- 
nounce all prelutdinted and preſcribd Forms of 
Publick Worſhip3-/hath baniſh'd the Reading | 
of the Scripture out of their Congregations; 
valide hath brought even the Lord's Prayer much 
-1tto% Contempt and Diſuſe among them. 
They hold that Separation from an eſtabliſhid 
National Church, with which they may com- 
municate without Sin, and ſetting, up diſtinct 
Comtunions of their own, is not the Sin of 
Fyhiſn. They will not perform the moſt So- 
lem Act of Chriſtian Worſhip in a poſture of 
Adoration; and maintain all uſe. of Inſtrumen- 
4 4 | tal 
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._ Can | 
A Nucl, in the Serviee of God,” to be ul. 
Ie ful“ Theit great Principe is, That all 
tes aud Ceremponies become uitawfol, wheh 
chey are — —— 8 . 0” 
"Commuiiioni and a ientions" Dif- 
harte of chem tecſtir d; bec zu by that 
Means they become Parts of Region: {30g 
would have them, in his 1 rdfhip 
Phraſe, me — ö Kachrheir con. 
tant Cry, in Oppolition to dift>Whols © 
— * the-Commmunts of S fr "a 
he 'Goſpet, ” &c. Now hers" ea e e +] 
Fug to our on tue R ot to 
Souls df thoſe Who ſeparate” Gifs , te“! 
"that which ſheuid e And! r rm 
them in Theſe and Ober dan 2 ors off 
ſuch à Nature that/they cut ec 
of any Comprehenſion” ber wall 
ction; and thereby being Ace to pa 
with them, and embrace che Pruth? Whic 
they themſelves Rabe been al#9#y3"f5 >{enſibſe 
-of, that they I never cbuld berifdueëlg, and in 
2a likelihood never will, to propoſe duy Terms 
upon Mhich they Would Unitey/the? this f — a 
grie vou A gravation of ther Scheſn, 
leaves them: without any other Extuſe br TY"! 
logy, but that of invincible lgorunce, in the 
fahr of God and Man. 917 7 
Nou for his Lordſhip, with Reſpect ro ths 
Complication of Heretical and Schiſmatical 
Wrulrt und Practices, to be as '# Man whoſe 
DIOOTRINTTECT 1! DAA. * 1 . 
* plain and Ea Method. Pat. * | 
+ Witneſs the * eee a: 2400 
„ I 151109 el to Wahn 
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Wires are WC than e and i 


Mou h ure nd 1. 1 o daub on an 

very Pan an Vaud 7 . which Men. 
been long waſh 1 off 

— the Lene a groundie an -m 

7 5 that it might, he left; expoſed, 10 all 


F ty | 


E in its genuine 
| BETS — 2 that any of the Seftaries, have 
fary,. Parts. of Religion; but to 
bY "mock. Pains. to, em how. Rite and . 
Se be ies arę in themſelves Uanecdſſary,; W 
in: bow they became ecdſſary co 
them: I ask whether this was-performing the 
Part, of a faithful Pos"? And whether in was 
not his i e vb to have told them 
thi . they. held ſeveral ns dixectiy 
contrary, to 255 plain Werd of God Dan- 
gerons to Mens Souls, and, deſtructive of all 
Vertue and Goodneſs;; and that there gonld 
be no Comprebenſion without their Conviction 
and Repentance- And to have taught them, 
that tho Rites and Ceremonies are not the 1 
nediate Commands of God, yet they are his 
Mediate Commands, being appointed by ſuch 
as have the Rule bver them, and therefore that 
in diſobeying they run a manifeſt Hwzard of 
their Salvation. 

6. But the moſt melancholy Reflection of 
all, and that which muſt affect his Lordſhip 
with the deepeſt Sorrow and Regret; when 
the Strength of that mighty Prejudice he is 
under is abated, is the manifold Evil Effect. 
of this Sermon, the Immenſe Miſchief it hath 
done in Two Kingdoms; and. how much it is 
now out of his Power to undo it, and 11 | 
ul; 


ormrity. Not an- 
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Reparation for the 
wy g e er. Conſtitution. have 2884 . 
25 


cant hut be ſenſihle What an Hrrtan- 
ver ſion all our Separatiſts aljeady have, 
| only to our Kiter and Gremonies ; bũt to 
by Dettrind Points decided wid 8 
| = Art inden and Homilien; as well is th che 
hole Diſeip insof our Church: And — 


ee 
5 


1 e cue 
1 DO gement that their contraty 
\Pretenſions are true? Ther they are in the 
right, and we in the rang? Do they ever 
L uſe of oN Qnerſſious, but to 
us with our own. Werds; to caſt then 
| 2 16.007 1 A weder d 
WHY the By againſt Ekmfelf, if der 
they -x ha he recedes one Title from what he 
| bid and printed not only in his Ser- 
- une. tin his Plain and Eaſy Method, &c. ah 
| ns 500 Rule of * — — where be 
| | e out, and reckons a 
Yn thaſe Terms ef Axt which are only an 
jcꝰ 900 Progieet New 9b Deab's and 
Seruples. t 
5 They reckn Nr ert Lins make, 
as ſo much Gr ain'd ag an 
but never —.— be perſvnded to hoop 


th. 


* 4 = 
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. FRE 7 Th Hardie t ſurpriſing how exactly paralle ” 
is 6 that Saying of Sir Ricard Sxeel's, v par 2 we 


have ell ſufficiently felt the Load of the t- Topichs 0 
Herefy and eo fee yet all this bath many 7 
fick of theſe two Wards. Dedic. ta the Pope. But they 
both ought #0 have conſidered” that theſe are Seripture- 
Terms, and from thence transferr'd into our Litavy. 


ſtep 
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| r 
| ep forward to meet us as Fin, They ne- 
ver come to hear any of our Preathers, or ex- 
preſſ the leaſt value for tbem ber Juch as have 
got the Character of being Bite mαp] ͤ und In- 


* 


Afferent to their oW-n Communion, and have 
Fare Always 


dime Jain of Fahaticiſihvit And theſe Ert 
reckond to have juſt ſo mueh f he Sale 
them, as (hes. haves want of Zealand Stedfaſt- 
mneſa to the Bitabliſh'd Church; And las they ate 


. mare or leſs. diſpòdd toberriy our w Hole Conſti- 


tution; and sten their-own Oer into the 
Hands of its implatable Enemies. What other 
Tendency then cum Ul things of this natute 
have, hut to ſtrengehen their Party; to eſta- 
bliſh Ther: in their 82-464, hut ſcandalize thoſe 
of bur own Church, and fill them With Doubts 
and Scruples? To give the Sepatatiſts Heart 
and Courage, and Opportunities of catching 
at all Advantages againſt us? Confirming that 
irreconcileable Aver ſion of theirs to our Do- 
_ Frines, Rites, and Ceremonies, which is the Ground 
of their Separation; the Cauſe of inffnite Ca- 
lamities, and of a Seties of diſmal Conſequen- 
ces to Church and State? And in ſnort, to 
raiſe up that Evil Spirit of Faction, and Schiſm, 
and Enthuſiaſm, which tov many of our own 
Church and Communion will never ſuffer to 
be intirely laid, and confin'd to its own dark 
Retirement, the Regions of Error and Delu- 


ſion; but will have it always ready to be Cn 


Jur d up upon every appearance of a ſeaſonable 
and ſecular Advantage; tho' this be, in truth, 


noother than laying aſide the Providence of God, 


and going to the Devil for Help. 


7. Now 


8 


＋ 


C 


| 153% Now: that all true 7, and Buben ene 


Shaddy only of true Chriſtian Modetation, 
by hich q man are deceived ; 1 ſhall in the 
laſt place Obſerxe, how did of à true Spirit 
of Chriftaanity: and a lincere Zeal für the 


* 3 


Church may beware of that falſe Colour and 


Glory or Gd and his tin Religion that Topick: * 


is upon which the Reaſoning and Ar +" 
of:thoſe Men proceed, who a all for Yild- 


ing, and Complyance, and Conde ſcention, and 


ITscleration, asd Encouragement towards Se- 


Paratiſts; and who. are ever directly or indi- 
realy promoting Changes-and. Alterations in 
our Eſtabliſh'd Religion: Namely, becauſe tis 


for the Prace and Kr of the State; the 


Proſperity of the Nation; nay, and for the Ad- 
vancement of Trade and C The Secta- 
ries; ſay they, are a powerful Party; not to 


be diſoblig d, but courted and won upon, leſt * 


they give us up to the common Enemy. "There: 
fore This, and That, and Tather Thing moved 
for the Security of the Church, &c. is Indeed. 
a very good Thing in it ſelf, and may d ven 
another Time; but we muſt wait for a ore 


favourable jundure ;. we dread the Conſeguen- 
ces of doing our Duty now. The Seaſon cas 


for Condeſcention and Complyance, and gi- 


ving up ſome Parts of our Gonftitution; th 


are all but Circumſtances; and what a glei 
ous Proſpect have we, from ſo ſmall Cone: 


ſion, of being all one People, and a een 4 


and happy Nation? 
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. 75 God and our: : 
8 % unlaw ful Means to bring tb paſs the 
ef Providence dis the doing 1 
nl may/coameot it; Nothing; hath been ſd 
| it wich hu? 


it muſt not 1 


by y he . Y | 
© nai of ſting # and furely 
ndiſpenſable-Duty>tor him! 


„ andrifig 


Evil, that 


fatal to Religion, as the min 
man Policy, it is not faſog 
| beUiftover'y all at once, but open by: degrees, © 
and work *ibfſenfibly'; we maß ſpoil a 
Seheme,. G. is: the: 


the:Scripture. Matters o Conſcience and \Re« 
ligion axe to be ond and declar'd, and 60 
ia practice at all Times; and" then more 


leaſt in Seaſon: And the Conſequenge is, That 
all who are not ſbund at the Heart will o 


in with them; ; and the Sutceſs is in the!! 
Hands of God, who hath reſerved the Dif 
ſabof all 1 hiniſctf; and left us 
the Diſcharge of our Dury, with a firm De- 
pendarce upon him. If all good Men wand 
ac by this ſteady Principle, Truth wou'd pre- 
vail at laſt; pus it is ruin'd by Caution, hes 


over-wiſe in Religion, Men become Fools. 

To mate a Chanve, ſays Dr. * Hammond in 
ſacred: Matters,” meerly out of Intuition of our own 
ſecular Advantages, is Practical ATHEISM, + 
and calls ir Secrificing them to our preſent Conve- 
niencies. Ii. Abe, ſays he, in thinking that 
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*- Trac. of Cha. of Church Govetn. : | 
£ : God. 
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Language of the Werid 8 
but in Saſon, on of: ws is the Langua we 


ow them; all Who are ſincerely. God w. I * 
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cially. when in the Eye of the World they are 2 


tray'd by policy and Cunning; and by being | 


wot in 51 27 55 


wb 17 8 ah 
7 of thy bo 2 indeed) = 

ow” me covet 
ha, As 00 hh obſerves 6 this Apr 
4A God's Providlenct' dn nit ph 6 in the 


- ſent Liturgy, Rites and Ciyemonies, which have frag ; 
therto preſper d happily with us; and*pptting it ro 


the Adventure whatſoever Inconveniengigh "the next 


PROBABLE CALAMITIES- which follow the 
breaking in upon the preſent Cunſtituriom 3 mbit h 


may provoke God ta puniſh us e eee 


expected. 

an INSOLENCY to prefer 

dern Invention beyond that mhich is already 
eur Church upon the Foundation ef the Apoſtles, 

and Practice of the Primitive Church. 1 ſhall 


only put this Queſtion in the Words of chr 
e 


*[ ©+.Learned Man, ſpeaking of ſuch as re ſe 
of thoſe Sufferings of of the Church only, wherem their 


Intereſts are involy'd. Will Men count the Inva- 8 


fron of the Revenues of the Church 4 SACRLEGE, 
a Calamity, a Sin ugpargllel diz but, think the Abo- 
lition of the Liturgy, or any part of it inconſde- 
rable, and a Vemal Sin? Remember that when” 
there i is a proper juncture for it, there are but 


\ ? 


ſwer or Evaſion for. this 
ere 
I + Prefacetothe View of the New Dire. #/ 


S% 


be ſubjelt to. "Ti changing the certain Bene ; 
124 the one for the uncertam Advantages and 


laid in 


too many prepar d to argue that the Reve- © _ 
nues of the Church are but à Circumſtance 3 
And l leave thoſe Men to find gut an An- 
Queſtion, who call 
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